
 

Most scholarships require applicants to complete an essay in order to describe their 
interests and accomplishments and help the scholarship committee get to know them 
better. In this assignment, you will choose one of the following common scholarship 
essay topics and write an essay no longer then 500 words answering the question(s). 
You will find that most scholarship applications require you to answer at least one 
question similar to these ones, so it's good to get accustomed to them!  

Tell your story, use strong and powerful statements, and truly reflect on how your 
experiences have impacted your life and shaped who you are. 

Choose ONE of the following essay topics, and complete your application as though it 
will be directed to a scholarship committee. One of the biggest challenges of this 
assignment is to write passionately, yet succinctly. As such, please ensure that your 
essay is no longer than 500 words. 

1. Describe how your motivation, leadership and communication skills have connected 
with your community efforts. 

2. Discuss how your interest in your post-secondary field or major developed and 
describe any experience (such as volunteer work or internships) in the field. What 
you have gained from this involvement? 

3. Describe an adult who had (or has) a major influence on your life.  
4. Describe a time when you faced a challenge or made a mistake and carried on. 

What happened, and did you learn from the experience? 
5. Describe your most relevant community service, volunteer activity and/or leadership 

role. What did you learn from this experience, and how will it benefit you in your 
chosen career path? 

Assessment (see next page) 



 

 


