
Highland PAC Meeting Minutes 

May 15, 2023 

 

In Attendance: Dean Patterson (Principal),  Laura Roberts incoming Principal), Adam Thompson 

(Chairperson)Melissa Preston (Vice Chairperson),  Spring Halasz (Treasurer), Jennifer Vaino (Secretary), 

Vivian Vaillant (DPAC Liaison), Emma Thompson, Vicky Trill, Lara Kehler, 

 

Regrets:  Colin Hines (DPAC Liaison); Susan Leslie (Trustee Liaison) 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:02pm 

 

Acknowledgement: We would like to acknowledge that we are on the traditional territories of the 

K’omoks First Nation.  We would like to thank them for the privilege of living on their land and the gift of 
working with their children. 

 

Welcome & Introductions 

 

Guest Speaker –  Laura Roberts – incoming Principal.  4 years at Cedars Secondary in Nanaimo, prior to 

that New Westminster.  Some things Laura is passionate about are inclusion, the environment and 

finding passion & purpose for her staff & students. 

 

Wayne Kuhnert from Vanier will be our 2nd Vice Principal 

 

Approval of previous minutes (April 2023) – Motioned by Emma Thompson; seconded by Melissa 

Preston.  All in favour.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of agenda – Motioned by Adam Thompson; seconded by Spring Halasz.  All in favour.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Correspondence 

• nil 

REPORTS: 

 

Chairperson Report (Adam) 

• This is Dean’s last meeting, 
• Melissa will be acting Chair for the beginning of the 23/24 school year until an election can be 

held.  October meeting – nominations; November meeting – voting. 

• Also Adam’s last meeting after 5 years. 
• June 5th at 6:30 will be a Welcome Night for the incoming Grade 8 parents, Adam is not 

available, but Melissa will attend 

• BCCPAC General meeting – This needs to be added to a PAC calendar so we can decide how we 

want to vote on the motions or to discuss if someone is gong to attend in person. 

 

Treasurer Report  

• As of May 15, 2023: 

o $1,659.18 in the General account 



o $21,694.94 in the Gaming account - $12300 cheque written to the school to cover Claim 

#1 amounts in the January minutes.  Money in the gaming account has an expiry – 

usually 3 years.  The deadline to apply for the 23/24 school year is June 30th, 

o $0  in the Grad Account (2020) – a cheque was cut for $2,006.14 to the school to cover 

bike rack, 2 bursaries and a tree with a plaque. 

The previous Treasurer dropped off folders full of reports, dating back to 2010/11.  They were given to 

Dean to be shredded.  Only the last 7 years need to kept so the remaining years will also be shredded. 

 

Spring made a motion to close the Grad account # 01280-1009265.  Seconded by Adam Thompson, all in 

favour.  Motion carried. 

Spring made a motion to add Jennifer Vaino to the account as a signing authority so there are always 3 

available.  Adam will be removed at the end of the school year.  Seconded by Melissa Preston.  All in 

favour, motion carried. 

 

DPAC Report: 

• June 6th – Moms Against Racism 

• at the BCCPAC AGM, SD71 was the most represented. 

• The district budget is being worked on now 

• SD71 is doing accessibility audits on all schools, a representative from DPAC will be in 

attendamce 

• DPAC draft minutes for the last meeting held on May 1, 2023 can be accessed via the following 

link:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/uthyfuq9fg4bb6j/AACQetRD-

7bYknFwZpH3hDjSa?dl=0&preview=MINUTES+2023-05-1+SD71+DPAC.pdf 

• BCCPAC AGM, the election & resolution results from the May 5-7th AGM will be posted shortly at 

this link https://bccpac.bc.ca/index.php/events/conference-agm/agm 

 

Principal’s Report  
Indigenous Education 

· Red Dress Day Friday May 5th - -Mutiple displays and classroom activities. There is an Awareness Day 

Event at Simm's Park on Friday, May 5th running from 1:00 - 6:00 which includes a walk, information 

booths, and performances. Please watch this video in AG: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXZ4MV62NUo Wear RED on Friday to recognize and raise 

awareness. 

· Moose Hide Campaign Day Tuesday May 9th – Natasha Rainkie (K’ómoks First Nation Success 
Teacher), Kath, Mo, JoAnn, and the Indigenous Leadership team at Highland, brought awareness to the 

campaign by distributing the pins, holding space for conversations, and a fundraiser at lunch with the 

proceeds going to the campaign. https://moosehidecampaign.ca/natasha-rainkie/ 

· National Indigenous Day Wednesday June 21st – A school wide assembly is being planned with a 

Healing Dance / Jingle Dance performance https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F09zE_W6lPs . A 

committee is currently working on other activities on and around this day. Last year they included 

storytelling, drumming, smudging, bison burgers, mural painting and tile creation. 

Fine Arts 

· Drama to Vancouver for the Provincial Drama Festival to preform Concord Floral 

Outstanding Choral work within an Ensemble, Outstanding Soundscape, Outstanding Lighting Board 

Skills (Bella Nybo) and Tarn Blakely won the BC NTS Dramafest Scholarship 

· Band 8 to Victoria, Bands 9-12 to Vancouver. 

https://bccpac.bc.ca/index.php/events/conference-agm/agm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXZ4MV62NUo
https://moosehidecampaign.ca/natasha-rainkie/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F09zE_W6lPs


· Spring Concert May 24th 

Robotics World Championships April 23rd to 30th in Dallas, Texas, 2 teams were out early and the 3rd 

team finished somewhere in the middle.  Everyone had a great time.  Ryan Buchanan is leaving, a 

replacement is being hired. 

Athletics 

· Girl’s Rugby to Islands 

· Track and Field to Islands 

Graduation 

· BBQ May 18th 

· Ceremony May 27th 

Outdoor adventure club 24 students to Cape Scott 

Hiring/Programming 

· 7 of 12 teachers hired, new AA, new YFC, new daytime custodian 

· Timetable complete and being entered into computer. Students into class by June. 

 

 

Trustee Report  

• The last Board meeting was April 25, 2023.  The minutes, once approved will be here:  

https://www.comoxvalleyschools.ca/board-meetings/#toggle-id-1  

• The next Board meeting is May 23, 2023 

• Feeding Futures School Food Program; The Ministry of Education and Child Care announced the 

Feeding Futures School Food Program Fund and has committed $214.5 million in operating 

funds over the next 3 years. The money is to be targeted for food for students and to staff a 

district level School Fund Co-Ordinator.  For the 2023/24 school year SD71 is to receive 

$1,141,262 

• Student Affordability Fund Update; SD 71 allocation from the Student Affordability Fund 

$980,354.00.  Expenditures to April 1, 2023, total approximately $550 000.00.  The money can 

be used for Field Trips, Fees, Salaries Fees, Supplies, Equipment Replacement & Food 

• School Calendar for 2023 – 2024 changes;  

◦ 1. Make October 2, 2023, a Non-Instructional Day in lieu of the Stat. Holiday (Reconciliation 

Day) on Saturday, September 30th in order to be in line with the Provincial Stat. Holiday.   

◦ 2. Move the August 31st Non-Instructional Day to September 5th. This will make the first 

official day of school with students in session September 6th. 

• New enrollments for the 23/24 school year at 760 so far. 

• P/VP Placements; This past week 3 new Principals were hired to the district. Final P/VP 

placements for next school year will be made in the next few weeks. Thank you to Megan 

Cowling DPAC secretary for her participation on the hiring committee. 

• Accessibility Committee; As was reported at the March Board meeting, as a result of a new piece 

of legislation, the Accessible British Columbia Act, school districts must develop, by September 

1, 2023: 

  1) An accessibility committee; 

https://www.comoxvalleyschools.ca/board-meetings/#toggle-id-1


  2) An accessibility plan; 

  3) A tool to receive feedback on accessibility, such as an email to receive comments. 

An invitation will be sent out to staff and parents seeking interest to serve on a District committee. The 

email will contain information and an expression of interest form. 

Old Business 

• Nil 

 

New Business 

• Staff Appreciation, June 9th.  Spring made a motion to spend up to $600 for this day, a sign, 

coffee, flowers & treats.  Seconded by Vicky Trill.  Vivian volunteered to supply flowers for 

decoration and Jennifer volunteered to bake for the staff (60). 

 

Next Meeting – September 18, 2023  

 

Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 8:26 pm 


