
 

What are the Mathematics Graduation Requirements & Post‐Secondary 
Admissions? 
 

To graduate, all students MUST complete a Grade 10 Mathematics course as well as another math 

course at the Grade 11 level. You might need more than just Math 11 if you plan to attend a post‐
secondary program. Depending on the school you attend, there could be many Mathematics options 

available to you, including upgrading if necessary.  Students and parents are encouraged to research the 

admission requirements for post‐secondary programs of study as they vary by institution and by year. 

For specific program requirements, you should contact the specific institution you are interested or 

check out educationplannerbc.ca 

 

Which Math course is best suited to my child? 
 

While there is no “rule” about which Math course is right for each student, the decision can be made 
easier by thinking about your child’s current ability and interest in Math, and future education and 
career plans. The courses have been designed to facilitate student success after high school. For 

example: 

 

• If your child has struggled in Math 8 or 9, enjoys working on projects or hands‐on activities, or 

intends to pursue a trade or technical job after high school, then the Workplace Math pathway 

is recommended. 

• If your child enjoys working on projects or hands‐on activities, or is planning further studying in 
the Social Sciences, Fine Arts or Humanities as post‐secondary, then the Foundations 11/12 

pathway will provide this option. 

• If your child has been very successful in Math 9, enjoys the challenges of Math, and is thinking 

about future education or a career that involves Sciences or Engineering at a university, then 

starting the Pre‐Calculus pathway is recommended. 
 

Your child’s education choices after high school depend, in part, on the courses they take in high school. 
To make an informed decision about which course is best suited for your child, you need to find out as 

much as you can about each pathway. Parents need to remember that grade 10 has two courses but 

there are three pathways in grade 11 to 12.  Students who choose Grade 10 Workplace Math must take 

Foundations of Mathematics and Pre‐Calculus 10 before moving to the Foundations stream. 

 

 

 

https://www.educationplannerbc.ca/


My child wants to study University Sciences, but their teacher has 

recommended the Foundations stream. What should they do? 
 

While Pre‐Calculus 11 or 12 will be required for University Science and Engineering programs, it is 
important to understand the teacher’s recommendation. Foundations may have been recommended 
because your child found the Foundations and Pre‐Calculus 10 course overwhelming. It may also be that 

your child’s learning style is better suited to a less theory-based course like the Foundations stream. A 

student can take Foundations Math 11 to improve their skills and understanding, and then take Pre‐
Calculus 11 the following semester, while still receiving credit for both courses. 

 

Can students switch from the Workplace Math stream to Foundations/Pre-

calculus stream? 
 

Yes, however students must complete Foundation of Math and Pre-calculus 10 first and receive credit 

again. 

 

Can my child get into university or college without Pre‐Calculus 11 or 12? 
 

Yes. There are many different combinations of courses and programs that will allow a student to go to 

college or university. The specific Math courses that are required by colleges and universities depend 

entirely on the program a student wants to enter. Some entrance requirements include calculus math 

courses (Pre‐Calculus pathway) and others do not require calculus courses (Foundations pathway). It is 
crucial that you check the university or the college to find out which Math courses are needed for entry 

so that you choose the correct path. 

 

What happens if we change our mind about the course decision that we have 

made? 
 

Your child should choose the courses that best fit their current skill level, current math interest and 

post‐secondary hopes. If, after high school, your child changes career paths and realizes that they need 

Pre‐Calculus 11 or 12 instead of the Foundations courses taken, or Foundations courses instead of 
Workplace courses taken, colleges and universities will offer these or equivalent courses for upgrading. 

 

What is the Graduation Numeracy Assessment and does my child need to write 

it? 
 

The numeracy assessment, written by every student in Grade 10 is an online assessment on 

mathematical concepts learned across multiple subjects from kindergarten to Grade 10. Students will 

use five numeracy processes to solve problems: interpret, apply, solve, analyze, and communicate.  

Post-Secondary institutions may use the results to inform and make decisions on admissions, as well, 

employers may be interested in assessment results, as evidence of their achievement in numeracy. 

 

 


