[image: ]Highland PAC Meeting Minutes
January 19, 2026

In Attendance:, Jennifer Vaino (Chair), Megan Cowling (DPAC alt rep), Gwen Elder (Treasurer), Brooke Finlayson (DPAC rep), Melissa Preston, Muriel Marc, Krista Tupper (Vice Chair), Kristen Sanderson, Laura Roberts (Principal)

Online attendance:  none

Regrets sent for:  Susan Leslie (Trustee)

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm

Acknowledgement: We would like to acknowledge that we are on the traditional territories of the K’omoks First Nation.  We would like to thank them for the privilege of living on their land and the gift of working with their children.

Welcome & Introductions

Guest Presentation –  Jasdeep Singh – Capstone project.  To start sponsorship at Highland.  Has drafted a letter, 4 levels of sponsorship a contract.  Might have a chance before the school year is finished to try and solicit some sponsorship.

Approval of previous minutes (November 2025) – Motioned by Melissa P; seconded by Krista T.  All in favour.  Motion carried.

Approval of agenda –  Motioned by Muriel M; seconded by Melissa P.  All in favour.  Motion carried.  

Correspondence – none

REPORTS:

Trustee Report (Susan Leslie) Trustee report is in the attached DPAC minutes

Chair Report – none

Principal’s Report (Laura Roberts)
	- Highland has a new school logo, see attached
	- school is thinking about starting a physical store for merchandise
	- 1st semester ends Friday
	- course selection for next year starts soon, talk to your counsellor or VP for options & help
	- new staff will be listed in this week’s newsletter
	- student engagement has increased
	- basketball is happening now; rugby & golf starting soon
	-staff added to Grade 8 electives to lighten the load
	- @ February’s meeting the Principal will bring a copy of the school’s budget; Trust accounts were explained – all money raised or donated goes into a group’s trust account, has to be earmarked for a specific purpose. 

Question – what is the policy on phones? If there is an issue with a specific class – ask the teacher directly
Suggestion – Unplugged https://unpluggedcanada.com/ - looking at whether it should be a DPAC or Highland event
Question – is there a 2 way mirror in the girl’s change room, field trip was conducted to inspect the mirror, all is good

Treasurer Report (Gwen)
· As of January 19th, 2026:
	Non-Gaming Account
	
	
	

	
	
	Balance on Jan 1st
	$635.28

	Gaming Account
	
	
	

	
	
	Balance on Nov 1st
	$17371.75

	Interest
	$0.01
	
	

	Reimburse Spring, lottery license
	
	$10.00
	

	Interest
	$0.01
	
	

	Deposit – clubs reimbursed for lottery licenses
	$85.00
	
	

	Deposit Band 50/50
	$496
	
	

	EFT to Band 50/50 winner
	
	$248.00
	

	Deposit from Rafflebox Grad 50/50
	$1122.56
	
	

	EFT Rafflebox fees
	
	$92.12
	

	EFT Grad 50/50 winner
	
	$587.50
	

	Interest
	$0.01
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Balance on Jan 19th
	$18137.72


- accounts have been transferred
- Appreciation to Gwen for all of the time she has put into moving things over and organizing a new Treasurer email and making how to guides
- Fundraising is expensive on Rafflebox, are there other option?  Should we just go back to paper tickets

DPAC Report 

Click here for the DPAC minutes from the December 1st meeting.

Click here for the DPAC minutes from the January 5th meeting.

The next DPAC meeting is February 2nd at Mark Isfeld Secondary at 6:30 in the library.  All are welcome.

The ANTI-RACISM RESOURCES GUIDE is attached to these minutes in case the link in the minutes doesn’t work

The GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE COMMITTEE TRUSTEE REPORT dated NOVEMBER 25, 2025 can be found here, starting on page 19 – 54 

The Highland school growth plan can be found here

Free Virtual Workshops for parents/caregivers/grandparents and youth aged 10 and up
1. Establishing Safe, Caring & Respectful Digital Communities
https://pages.saferschoolstogether.com/erase-family-session
Jan 21, Mar 11 & May 13th

2. Establishing Family Practices for Safeguarding Against Cyberbullying
https://pages.saferschoolstogether.com/erase-family-sessions
Feb 18, Apr 8 & June 10th


Old Business 
Donations/Sponsorships
"As part of the athletics funding conversation that brought additional parents to the meeting, discussion was raised around private donations, sponsorships, partnerships, and current funding structure of youth sports teams at Highland. Some of the information raised will require follow-up by the Executive, to ensure the information shared with parents is accurate. In subsequent meetings with school administration and Trustees,  it was suggested that the discussion be paused, and resumed when more information becomes available."    If you would like more information, please reach out to brooke_finlayson@yahoo.com>

New Business 

The Active Living 11/12 and Competitive Games Mt. Washington day was cancelled due to lack of snow, no money needed.

Jen V put forth a motion to give Dan Kramar $50 to buy markers, crayons & pencil crayons to enrich their projects outside of the curriculum.  Brooke F seconded the motion.  All in favour.  Motion carried.

Jen V put forth a motion to give Sally Sheehan, Indigenous Education, $200 to purchase school clothing & merchandise with the new logo.  Krista T seconded the motion.  All in favour.  Motion carried.

Jen V put forth a motion to reimburse Gwen E $85.  $75 from the gaming account for the Band, Grad & Thailand 50/50 lottery licenses.  $10 from the non-gaming account for the accidental purchase of the wrong type of lottery license.  Brooke F seconded this motion.  All in favour.  Motion carried.  A motion was out forward in November to reimburse Gwen E for 1 of these licenses, but it was never paid out.

Next Meeting – February 23, 2026
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm
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