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LOUIS RIEL DAY 
On Novemb er 16 th each year, t he Métis Nati on hosts c omm emor ative ceremon ies 
at lo cati ons th roug hout  Brit ish  Columb ia, Albe rt a, Saskatchewan, Mani tob a and  
Ont ario. T he celebrati ons honour  Louis Riel ’s c ontr ib ut ions to  the countr y and to  
his  people,  the  Métis.  

 
MÉTIS SASH 

The woven sash is prob ably the mo st widely  recogn ized and b est kno wn symbol  
associated wi th t he Métis culture.  The sash was valued for  its aesthetic pr esence,  
as well  as its  pr actic ality  and  versatility.  Often  a decorative  beaded  pipe  bag was 
suspe nded from  a Voyageurs sash.  It  was also used by Voyageurs to  carr y t hei r 
belong ings dur ing thei r tr ansport ati on duties,  and it prov ided warmt h in t he colder  
seasons.  

 
MÉTIS FLAG 

The Métis  fl ag, which  emerged  in  the  early  1800s,  symbolizes  the  creation  of  a 
new society wi th root s in b ot h Ab or igin al and Euro pean cultures  and tr aditi ons. 
The Inf inity symbol also sugg ests t hat t he Métis Nati on will  ex ist for ever.  

 
MÉTIS FIDDLE 

The f iddle  has fi gur ed prom inent ly in t he li festyle of  the Métis people  for  hundr eds 
of  years. The famou s Red River Jig has become the cent erp iece of  Métis mu sic,  
alth oug h it varies by regi on and perform er. Since the Euro pean f iddle  was very  
exp ensive in Canada’s early devel opme nt  as a countr y, many craftsmen learned to  
make t hei r own. Today t he f iddle  is used in c elebrati ons and f iddle  and ji gg ing  
contes ts, where t he f iddle  symbo lizes Métis nati onhood and pr ide.  

 
MÉTIS JIGGING 

The Red River Jig, t he uniq ue da nce devel oped  by t he Métis people,  comb ines the 
intr icate foot work  of  Nat ive dancing wi th t he ins trum ent s and form  of  Euro pean 
mu sic. Traditi onally, da ncing sta rt ed early in t he eveni ng and cou ld last unt il  dawn. 
Witn esses were amazed by t he energy and vitali ty spent  on celebr ati on, especially  
aft er t he long  ard uou s work  days necessary to  keep t he Métis commun it ies 
runn ing. Today, t he Métis people  st ill  enjo y ji gg ing, and have lo cal,  prov incial  and  
nati onal dance team t hat a tt end conf erences,  ex hibi ti ons and powwows. 

 
MICHIF 

Michif  is the  common  term  th at Métis  use to  identify  themselves.  Michif  is also  
the  name th at Métis  give  to  their  bilingu al mixed  languages  (developing  from  2  
contr ib ut ing langu ages), in cludi ng Michi f-Cree, Michi f-French, (of  Métis French), 
and a separate hyb rid  of  Cree and French (sometim es called Ile-a-la Crosse Michi f). 
Many Métis also alternatively/spea k other abor igin al langu ages such as Cree, 
Ojibway, and others, as well  as English  and/ or  French.  
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Grade 7 Métis Cross-Curricular Teacher Guide 
The Grade 7 Métis  Cross-Curricu lar Teacher Guide  was developed  by Métis  Nati on British  Columb ia. 
The Offic e of  the  Federal Inteloc ut er for  Métis  and  Non-Status Indians  prov ided fund ing for  the  teacher 
gui de and  the  Aborigin al Educati on Enhancemen ts Branch prov ided s upport  th roughout  its  development . 
A similar  guide  for  Grade 4 was distributed  to  all  school  districts  in  2010  and the  Grade 7 Métis  
Cross-Curricu lar Teacher Guide  exp ands  upon  it.  

The Grade 7 Métis  Cross-Curricu lar Teacher Guide  has been created to  assist t eachers in delive ring  lessons   
that  focu s on  the  Métis  people of  British  Columbia.  There are over 60,000  Métis  people in British  Columbia    
and  of  that  over 21,000  are of  element ary school age.  (Statis tic s Canada Census 2006).  Métis  people settl ed in  
B.C. over the  last tw o h undr ed years and  are a large part  of  the  Aborigin al popu lati on in British  Columbia.  

The main obj ectiv e of  The Grade 7 Cross-Curricu lar Teacher Guide  is to  prov ide t eachers with  lessons and  
resources  that  focu s on the  cont empor ary Métis  in British  Columb ia. It  is import ant that  Métis  people are not ed 
for  thei r ro les in commun iti es in B.C. and  are recogn ized as one of  the  th ree disti nct  Ab origin al peoples of  
Canada.  

The activities  withi n the  Grade 7 Métis  Cross-Curricu lar Teacher Guide  were created u sing “inquiry  based” 
learni ng.  Inquiry  based learn ing is a proc ess where s tud ents are invo lved in thei r learni ng,  formu late  questi ons, 
investig ate widely  and  the n bui ld n ew und erst andings, meaning s and  kno wledge. The last part  of  the  st atement  
below  is the  essence of  in qui ry-based  learni ng.  

The teacher guide contains lessons in: 
> Science 
> Visual  Arts  
> Social Studies  
> Language  Arts  
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An old adage st at es:  
“ Tel l  me and 

I f orget ,  

show me and 
I remember ,  

involve me and 
I underst and”  

INTRODUCTION ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
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The lessons are designed as proj ects.  Students work  tog ethe r in group s towards a common  goal.  
Students use sk ills  that  in clude  commun icati on and  pr esent ati on, and  org anizati on and  ti me management . 
They use thei r inquiry  and  research sk ills  and  make dec isions that  aff ect the  proj ect  outcome s. 

Each lesson/project includes: 
1.  Vocabulary  
2.  Introduction  – how  the  project  is connected  to  Métis  people  in  B.C. 
3.  Overview  – what  the  project  is and  what  the  students  will  do  
4.  Lesson/Pr oj ect Obj ectiv es 
5.  Prescrib ed Learn ing Outcome s 
6.  Requi red Skills  
7.  Introductory  Activity  
8.  Rubri c (s) 
9.  Procedur e (including  ti me allotment)  
10.  Materials and  resources  
11.  Websites  

Each lesson/ proj ect focu ses on  the  contri bution s that  Métis  peop le make to  British  Columbia.  
The contri bution s ide nti fi ed in the  proj ects  are econom y and  tech nolog y, art,  culture,   
resourc e management  and  Métis  tr aditi onal kno wledge. 
The lessons/ proj ects are stud ent  focu sed and  the  teacher’s  ro le is that  of  a f acili tator . 
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CHAPTER IN THE GUIDE 

 
PROJECTS IN EACH CHAPTER 

 
PROJECT ACTIVITIES 

Chapter 1: 
Language Arts 

Students create a digital 
magazine 

Students work in 3 magazine 
departments 

> Editing 
> Reporting 
> Advertising & Art 

Students  collaborate  and 
contribute to the creation of 
a  digital  magazine 

 
Chapter 2: 
Science 

 
Students create a community 
discussion 

 
Students representing the Métis 
community research traditional 
land use and the environmental 
impact of logging 

 
 

Students representing the log- 
ging company research best 
practices for logging in the Métis 
community 

 
Chapter 3: 
Visual Arts 

 
Students create an 
art exhibition 

 
Students define what makes 
Métis art distinct from other 
Aboriginal art by creating 
visual images 

 
Chapter 4: 
Social Studies 

 
Students create a map of Métis 
communities in B.C. 

 
Students identify routes Métis 
people travelled from across 
Canada to BC and identify the 
communities where the Métis 
settled and live today 

 
 

The students chart their findings 
on a map of Canada & B.C. 

 
Students research Métis people 
that have contributed to the 
economy & technology of B.C. 
(past and present) and map the 
research 

   

 



 

 



 

 
 

Whispering Winds Magazine 
Student s in depe ndent ly and collect ively read and v iew to  com pr ehend,  enjoy , and r espond to  a variety of  grade- 
app ropr iate li terary te xt s, inform ati on text s wi th spec iali zed langu age, and v isual text s wi th spec iali zed f eatures.  
Note* Whispering Winds magazine is available electronically at  http://issuu.com/kiwetin/stacks/    

 
Vocabulary 

Magazin e, edi tor , pub lishi ng, r eport er, advert isi ng, demogr aphic.  
 

LESSON INTRODUCTION: 
Métis people  are very  invo lved in t hei r vi brant  cultur e and tr aditi ons and part icipa te in event s at the nati onal,  
prov incial  and c ommun ity level.  It  is imp ort ant  that Métis people  share t hei r cultur e and today  it is oft en th roug h 
medi a th at this  is made  possible.  Stories  and  events  are often  recorded  by video  or  with  photos  and  articles.  
The “Whispering  Winds ” magazine  is a public ation  th at shares  these  events  and stories.  The articles  and photos  
focus  on  Métis  and First  Nations  people  and  include  a variety  of  news,  celebrations  and person al interest  stories.  
The “Whispe ri ng Winds” is own ed by K iwetin pub lishi ng and av ailable in hard  copy and electron ically.  

LESSON OVERVIEW: 
The student s will  create a di git al magazine t hat will  summ arize t hei r und ersta nd ing of  Métis people,  his tor y, 
and culture.  Thei r magazine will  be suitab le for  a demogr aphic  that in cludes a Métis popu lati on wi th a grade seven 
reading level.  Stud ent s will  work  in sm all  group s in one of  thr ee depa rtm ent s: edi tor ial,  report ing, or  advert isi ng /a rt . 

Doing: Organiz e, ill ustr ate, writ e, and edi t a magazine ta rgeted at the Métis commun it y. 

To do this: the stud ent s will  write a rt icles,  conduct  int erviews  of  Métis commun ity mem bers, create advert isement s, 
take photogr aphs  and create ill ustr ati ons that c ompli ment  art icles,  and write creative writi ng p ieces relevant  to  the 
Métis.  Finally,  t he edi ti ng team will  decide on a di git al form at for  the magazin e, org anize all  element s, edi t writi ng, 
and pub lish  the magazin e. 

 
LESSON OBJECTIVES: 
When  the  students  complete  this  project  they  will  be able  to : 

> Identify  the element s of  a magazine  
> Write a rt icles,  advert isement s, and s tor ies that ref lect t hei r lo cal Métis commun ity  
> Use a di git al medi um  to  create a magazine  

 
    PRESCRIBED LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Language Arts Read fluently and demonstrate comprehension and interpretation of a 
range of grade-appropriate literary texts, featuring some complexity in 
theme and writing techniques, including; 

> stories from Aboriginal and other cultures 
> literature reflecting a variety of ancient and modern cultures 
> short stories and novels exposing students to unfamiliar contexts 
> poetry in a variety of forms 

Visual Arts Oral Language (Speaking and Listening) 
 Oral Language (Thinking) 
 Oral Language (Features) 

Social Studies Skills and processes 

Mathematics -patterns and shapes 
 -spatial relationships 
 -sequencing 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 



 

  
 

> stor ies from  Abor igin al and ot her cultures  
> li tera tur e ref lecti ng a variety of  ancient  and mo dern cultures  
> short  stor ies and novels expo sing student s to  unf amilia r cont ext s 
> poetry  in a variety of  form s 

 
 
 

REQUIRED SKILLS: 
> Use of  comput ers for  word proc essing , di git al art  creati on, and pub lishi ng 
> Create v isual imag es that e ff ectively  use the pr incip les and element s of  design  

 
Introductory Activity (20  minutes)  
Share a copy  of  Whisper ing Winds magazine  with  the  class.  Explain  th at Whisper ing Winds is a quarterly  
magazine t hat hi ghli ghts Métis people,  culture,  stor ies,  and ac hievement s. 

Review wi th t he stu dent s what t hei r ro les and r espon sibili t ies will  be dur ing the grou p p roj ects. 
 

Group s of  4-5 can ch oose a segm ent  from  the Whisperi ng Winds and r ead aloud  to  fam ilia rize t hemselves wi th 
the cont ent , st yle and form at or  read aloud  having the ent ire c lass part icipa te. 

 
Rubric (10  minutes)  
Share t he rubr ic wi th s tudent s to  demon str ate how t hey will  be evaluat ed for  thei r w ork . 

 
Procedure (3-5 40 minutes blocks) 

 
1.  Student s will  choose one of  the fo llowing thr ee depa rtm ent s: 

> Editor ial  – Editor’ s lett er, cover/tit le pag e, cont ent s, magazine layout , edi ti ng  
> Report ers – i nt erviews,  art icles,  news report s, ent ert ainm ent , creative writi ng 
(Teacher sugg esti on: student s can w ork  in pai rs to  write magazine a rt icles)  
> Advert isi ng and Art  – variety of  advert isement s for  app ropr iate services and p roduct s, 
photogr aphs,  di git al art  
(Teacher sugg esti on: student s in t his  depa rtm ent  will  consult wi th t he report ers to  create 
advert isement s and v isual imag es) 

 

2.  Student s pr esent  thei r comp leted p roj ects to  the class,  school,  or  commun it y. 

3.  Student s and t eacher rev iew the rubr ics to  assess stud ent  achievement . 

MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 
> Copies  of  Whisper ing Winds magazine  

> Technology  
 

WEBSITES: 
> MNBC Issue of  Whisperi ng Winds h tt p:// mn bc.ca/pd f/k iwetin .pd f 

 
> Kiwetin Pub lishi ng http ://www. kiwetin. com / (c lick publ icat ions, back issues) 
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BLACKLINE MASTER 

Reporting  Department  Rubric-2 

EXPERT 
4 

COMPETENT 
3 

BASIC 
2 

NOVICE 
1 

A. The articles are origi- 
nal and represent the 
local Métis community. 

 
 

B. The vocabulary is 
creative and the 
audience is very 
interested. 

 
C. The workload was 
equally divided amongst 
all group members. 

A. The articles show 
some originality and 
represent the Métis 
community. 

 
B. The vocabulary is 
right for the audience. 

 
 
 

C. Most group members 
contributed to the 
project. 

A. The articles show 
some originality and 
mention the Métis 
community. 

 
B. The vocabulary is not 
really what the audience 
is interested in. 

 
 

C. Most group members 
participate in the 
project, but not every- 
one does the same 
amount of work. 

A. The articles are 
copied from another 
source and do not 
represent the Métis 
community. 

 
B. The vocabulary is very 
simple and the audience 
is not interested at all. 

 
C. One or two group 
members did the all the 
work. 

 

BLACKLINE MASTER 

Editorial Department Rubric-1 

EXPERT 
4 

COMPETENT 
3 

BASIC 
2 

NOVICE 
1 

A. The magazine has a 
tit le page and table of 
contents. The table of 
contents matches each 
page. 

 
B. The vocabulary is 
creative and appropriate 
for the audience. 
There are no spelling 
mistakes. The grammar 
is perfect. 

 
C. The workload was 
equally divided amongst 
all group members. 

A. The magazine has 
a cover and table of 
contents. The order of 
pages makes sense. 

 
 

B. The audience under- 
stands the words. 
There are one or two 
spelling mistakes or 
some bad grammar. 

 
 

C. Most group members 
helped with the project. 

A. The magazine is 
missing the cover or 
table of contents. 

 
 
 

B. The audience sort of 
understands the words. 
There are more than 
three spelling or 
grammar mistakes. 

 
 

C. Most group members 
participated in the project, 
but not everyone did the 
same amount of work. 

A. The magazine is not 
organized. 

 
 
 
 

B. The words are simple 
and the no one thinks 
its fits in the project. 
Every page has a 
spelling mistake or bad 
grammar. 

 
C. One or two group 
members did all the 
work. 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS LANGUAGE ARTS 



 

  
 

BLACKLINE MASTER 

Advertising and Art Department Rubric-3 

EXPERT COMPETENT BASIC 
2 

NOVICE 
1 4 3 

A. The advertisements 
and art clearly targets 
the Métis community 
and effectively fits arti- 
cles from the magazine. 

 
B. The advertisements 
and art attract attention 
with colour, bold text, 
and clear images. They 
are neat and everyone 
likes looking at them. 

 
C. The workload was 
equally divided amongst 
all group members. 

A. The advertisements 
and art are all about the 
Métis community and 
fits articles from the 
magazine. 

 
B. The advertisements 
and art attract attention 
with colour, text, and 
images. They are neat 
and everyone likes look- 
ing at them. 

 
C. Most group members 
contributed to the 
project. 

A. The advertisements 
and art are about the 
Métis community. 

 
 
 

B. The advertisements 
and art use colour, 
text, and images. 
They are neat. 

 
 
 

C. Most group members 
participate in the 
project, but not 
everyone did an equal 
amount of work. 

A. The advertisements 
and art are not about  
the Métis community and 
do not match any of the 
articles in the magazine. 

 
B. The advertisements 
and art don’t have any 
colour, text, or images. 
They are messy. 

 
 
 

C. One or two group 
members did all the 
work. 
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TEACHER NOTES LANGUAGE ARTS 



 

ili EA C H E R N O TES TE A C H E R N O TE S 
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Assessment of Human Impact on the Environment 
By the end of  the gr ade, stu dent s will  have devel oped  a basic und ersta nd ing of  ecosystem r elati onships and  
evaluate h um an im pact on the environm ent . 

 
Ecosyst ems 
This  stud y is und ert aken to  achieve a b asic und ersta nd ing  of  ecosystems in order to  make i nform ed,  
ethical  dec isions about  thei r conservati on. Th roug h o bservati on and i nvestigati on of  lo cal ecosystem s, 
student s describe c haracteristic s, cond iti ons essent ial  for  gro wt h,  and r eproducti on of  org anisms as well  as 
the ro les of  these org anisms. Student s analyse hum an activi ty in lo cal ecosystems and p ropose how b est 
to  pr eserve that ecosystem.  

 
Life Science:  Ecosyst ems St udent  Achievement  Indicat ors 

> Describe, using exa mp les,  how indus tr y and land devel opme nt  pr act ices im pact 
Métis tr adi ti onal land u se 

Vocabulary 
ecosystem, sust ainab ili ty, stewardship, popu lati on, spec ies,  commun it y, habitat, Métis Nati on Brit ish  
Columb ia, BC Métis Assemb ly of  Natur al Resources,  Métis Traditi onal Knowledge, Métis Harvester, 
Métis Commun ity Member 

 
LESSON INTRODUCTION: 
Brit ish  Columb ia Métis recogn ize and value t he fact t hat our  Ab or igin al ancestor s have been living on the land    
for  many m ille nn ia. Métis as a uniq ue culture,  derived  from  the comb ini ng of  Ab or igin al and Non-Abor igin al 
cultur es, cont inue to  live  from  the land.  This  connec ti on to  the land has prov ided Métis wi th an ext ensive bo dy of  
kno wledge, values, belie fs and pr act ices that is oft en refe rr ed to  as tr adi ti onal kno wledge. This  kno wledge whi ch 
has been p assed down orally  and th roug h land -based exp erience is the foun dati on of  Métis ide nt ity and s urvival.  
Métis Traditi onal Knowledge (MTK) cont inues  to  have relevance in c urr ent  tim es and draws its s tr engt h from  being  
used,  adap ted and c ont inuou sly upda ted to  take i nto  considerati on new kno wledge. Métis as a mixed culture,  
have a tr adi ti onal kno wledge set t hat is uniq ue from  other Ab or igin al grou ps.  Métis hold t his  kno wledge in tru st  
for  futur e generati ons in t he belie f t hat t his  kno wledge is of  benefit to  Métis and to  non -abor igin al society. 
Métis  believe  the  best  way to  ensure  the  surviv al of  MTK is to  use it  and  share  it  in  a ma tter  th at respects  this  
kno wledge and our  kno wledge holder s. (Métis Nati on Brit ish  Columb ia Guideb ook  2009)  

 
LESSON OVERVIEW: 
The student s will  research and pr esent  inform ati on on  the environm ent al im pact of  logg ing on  the 
local ecosystem.  

Doing: org anizi ng and part icipa ti ng in an assessment  proc ess 

To do this: the  students  will  research  and identify  the  imp act on  the  local ecosystem  and  the  Métis  community  
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SCIENCE 



 

  
 

LESSON OBJECTIVES: 
When  the  students  complete  this  project  they  will  be able  to : 

> Read and r esearch r elevant  mater ials  using tech no logy 
> Analyze h um an activi ty and im pact of  indus tr y on the lo cal ecosystem  
> Propose how b est to  sust ain t he tr adi ti onal land u se of  the Métis commun ity  

 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Withi n t hei r grou ps,  stu dent s will  choose how t hey will  pr esent  thei r r esearch fin di ngs. They may choose an 
art istic pr esent ati on, an oral/w ri tt en pr esent ati on, or  a tech no logy pr esent ati on. Student s mu st assign ro les 
and r espon sibili t ies wi thi n t hei r grou ps.  

> Art ist ic pr esent ati on opti ons: Short  p lay or  skit, a s ong , a di orama, a poster, e tc. 
> Oral/w ri tt en pr esent ati on: An essay, a s tor y, a newspape r art icle,  a journ al entr y, etc. 
> Techno logy  pr esent ati on: PowerPoint  slideshow, a mov ie, a Smart  Board pr esent ati on, a blog entr y, etc. 

3.  Student s pr esent  thei r comp leted p roj ects to  the class,  school,  or  commun it y, and have a grou p d iscussion. 

4.  Student s and t eacher rev iew the rubr ics to  assess stud ent  achievement . 
 

 

 
REQUIRED SKILLS: 

> Abili ty to  use comput ers for  word proc essing and r esearch 
 

Introductory Activity (20  minutes)  

Discuss the possible im pact of  logg ing, urban devel opme nt , bu ilding roads/ br idges/ rapid tr ansport /, oil  and g as 
wells  and other t hing s that im pact t he environm ent  in y our  commun it y. Ask s tudent s how t hese devel opme nt s 
would a ff ect a Métis commun it y. Consider Métis tr adi ti onal land u se, harvesti ng, tr appi ng, f ishing , berry  pi cking, 
medicin al pla nt s and tim ber cutt ing. 

Rubric (10  minutes)  
Share t he rubr ic wi th s tudent s to  demon str ate how t hey will  be evaluat ed for  thei r w ork . 

Procedure (3-5 40  minute  blocks)  
1.  Divide  stu dent s into  grou ps of  4-6.  Assign each grou p of  student s a categor y from  the Environm ent al Impact 
box  or  the Métis Commun ity box . Each grou p r esearches thei r assigned topic.  Stu dent s may use the int ernet or  
school lib rary to  investigate t hei r subj ect.  

MATERIALS AND RESCOURCES: 

> Techno logical equip ment  such as, int ernet access, comput ers 
> Métis tr adi ti onal p lant  use glo ssary 

 
 

WEBSITES: 

> Métis Nation BC 
http://www.mnbc.ca/  

 
> BC Métis Agreement of Natural Resources Consultation Guidelines 
http://mnbc.ca/bcmanr/pdf/Final %20Consultation %20Guidelines.pdf  

 
> BC Métis Assembly of Natural Resources Mapping 
http://document.bcmetiscitizen.ca/  

 
> Ministry of Environment BC Species and Ecosystems Explorer 
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/atrisk/toolintro.html  

 
> Logging Practices in British Columbia 
http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/code/  
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    ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT MÉTIS COMMUNITY  

> Logging > Local plant food sources 
> Roads, highways, bridges, > Local medicinal plants 

rapid  transport > Local fishing, hunting and trapping 
> Oil and gas wells > Métis use of timber 
> Urban development (suburbs) 
> Mining 

    PRESCRIBED LEARNING OU TCOMES  

Science Evaluate human impacts on local ecosystems 
 > analyse the roles of organisms as part of interconnected 
 food webs, populations, communities, and ecosystems 
 > assess survival needs and interactions between organisms 
 and the environment 
 > assess the requirements for sustaining healthy local ecosystems 

Language Arts Oral Language (Speaking and Listening) 
 Oral Language (Thinking) 
 Oral Language (Features) 

Social Studies Skills and processes 

 

http://www.mnbc.ca/
http://mnbc.ca/bcmanr/pdf/Final%20Consultation%20Guidelines.pdf
http://document.bcmetiscitizen.ca/
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/atrisk/toolintro.html
http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/code/


 

  
 

Métis Traditional Plant Use Glossary 
 

Blueberry (Vaccinium  myrtilloides)  
Blueberr ies can be eaten fr esh,  cook ed or  dr ied  and s tor ed. T hey are high in Vitamin C and a nt iox idant s and  
can aid  digestion.  The leaves and  berries  can be used  to  tre at diarrhe a and  urin ary tr act  infection.  
The root  of  the  blueberry  plant  is boiled  into  a tea to  tre at sore  mouths  and  thro ats and  to  apply  to  open  sores.  

 
Cedar (Thuja Occident alis)  
The cedar  tree  is sacred  to  Aborigin al people  as well  as being  a tr adition al food  and  medicine.  The inner  bark  
(cambi um ) is gat hered in t he spri ng and eaten fr esh or  dr ied  and u sed wi th ot her fl our s for  br ead maki ng. 
The young  white -cedar  shoots  can be added  to  soups  and stews.  A tea made  from  the  boughs  is used  to  tre at 
dia rr hea, coughs,  colds, sore th roats, bronc hi t is and ot her r espi rator y prob lems. Tea from  the bark  and t wigs 
is used to  relieve  ki dney prob lems, and also used as an ant ifung al and a nt ibac ter ial  cure for  skin i nf ecti ons. 
Cedar oil  can be extr acted  and used  as a medicinal  rub  and salve.  

 
Cranberry (Vaccini um and Oxycoccus) 
Cranberr ies cont ain hi gh levels of  Vitamin C and a nt iox idant s. Cranberr y ju ice is eff ective in c ur ing ur inary tr act 
inf ecti ons. The cran berr y has an ant i-blood clott ing agent  and can pr event  toot h dec ay and gi ng ivit is.  

 
Fireweed (Epilobium)  
Young  shoots  of  fireweed  are similar  to  asparagus  and  the  leaves to  spinach ; it  can be eaten  raw or  cooked.  
Fireweed  pl ants  are dried  and used  as tea to  tre at intestinal  worms.  The root  is peeled  and chewed  into  a 
paste to  draw inf ecti on from  abscesses, bo ils  and w ound s. 

 
Labrador Tea (Ledum)  
The Labr ador  Tea leaves can be used  fresh  or  dried  to  make  a tea to  tre at colds,  sore  thro ats allergies,  
stom ach prob lems and as a m ild  sedative.  The dr ied  leaves mixed wi th groun d po wdered root s can be 
used as a salve for  mi nor  skin i rr itati ons, wound s and b urn s. 

 
Spruce (Picea) 
Needles of  the spruc e tr ee are high in Vitamin C and a nt iox idant s and were very  imp ort ant  in pr event ing  scurv y. 
The inner  bark  of  the  spruce  can be eaten  fresh,  or  dried  and  used  as flour.  Spruce  branches  can be brewed  into  
a tea.  The sticky  spruce  sap can be applied  as a salve to  cuts  and  sores.  Spruce  gum  can be chewed  to  alleviate  
sore th roats and c oughs,  or  steeped  in heated water and in haled to  relieve  cong esti on. 

 
Trembling Aspen, White Poplar (Populus  tremuloides)  
During  spring  the  inner  bark  (cambium)  of  the  Aspen  can be stripped  and  eaten  fresh  and  the  sap can be 
collected  and  used  as a syrup.  The bitter  leaf  buds  can be eaten  fresh  and  are high  in  Vitamin  C. 
The bark  is peeled  and br ewed i nto  a t ea for  the tr eatm ent  of  fever s, ur inary tr act i nf ecti ons, dia rrhea and  
parasitic  worms.  The inner  green  bark  can be used  to  dress  a wound,  and  the  white  powder  on  the  outer  bark  
can be collected  to  use on  deep  cuts  to  stop  bleeding.  

 
Willow (Salix)  
The bark  of  the  willow  contains  salicylic  acid,  the  same pain  reliever  th at is used  in  Aspirin.  Willow  bark  tea is 
used  to  tre at pa in,  infl amm ation  and fever.  It  can also  be used  to  alleviate  di arrhe a, headaches,  arthritis  and  
rheum atism. As a p oult ice,  soft ened bark  can be applied  to  burn s, in sect bit es, rashes,  mi nor  wound s, corn s, 
calluses  and skin  blemishes.  The young  shoots,  leaves and buds  of  the  willow  are high  in  Vitamin  C and can be 
eaten  raw or  cooked.  The inner  bark  can be dried  and  ground  to  be used  as flour.  
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BLACKLINE MASTER 

Science-Research Rubric -1 

EXPERT 
4 

COMPETENT 
3 

BASIC 
2 

NOVICE 
1 

A. Group mutually 
agrees on tasks for each 
member and each 
member works on their 
job within the assigned 
time. 

 
 
 
 

B. Research is cited 
with website name, 
URL, and page title. 
The list includes a title 
and each entry has 
space in between. 

 
C. Independently 
maintains focus on the 
project and perseveres 
through the learning 
process. 

A. Group members come 
to an agreement on 
tasks with teacher sup- 
port. Members work on 
their jobs within the 
assigned time. 

 
 
 
 

B. Research is cited with 
the website name, URL, 
and page title. The list 
includes a title. 

 
 
 

C. Occasionally needs 
redirection to maintain 
focus on the learning 
process. 

A. Group members 
come to an agreement 
on tasks with teacher 
support, but do not 
every member works 
on their task. 
Members works on 
their jobs within the 
assigned time. 

 
B. Research is cited with 
the website name, URL, 
and page title. 

 
 
 
 

C. Requires frequent 
redirection to focus on 
the learning process. 

A. The teacher assigns 
tasks for each group 
member. Members do 
not complete their jobs 
within the assigned 
time. 

 
 
 
 

B. Research is cited with 
website and URL. 

 
 
 
 
 

C. Is unfocused and off 
task during the learning 
process. 
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Science-Research Rubric -3 

EXPERT 
4 

COMPETENT 
3 

BASIC 
2 

NOVICE 
1 

A. The vocabulary used 
is appropriate for the 
age and experience of 
the audience and pre- 
senter(s), but extended 
for knowledge building. 

 
B. Presenter(s) has a 
thorough understanding 
of the topic and can an- 
swer questions from the 
audience. 

A. The vocabulary used 
is appropriate for the 
age and experience of 
the audience and pre- 
senter(s). 

 
 

B. Presenter(s) has an 
understanding of the 
topic and can answer 
most questions from the 
audience. 

A. The vocabulary used 
is somewhat appropri- 
ate for the age and ex- 
perience of the audience 
and presenter(s), but is 
not consistent. 

 
B. Presenter(s) has 
some understanding of 
the topic and can an- 
swer some questions 
from the audience. 

A. The vocabulary is 
basic (stuff, things, like, 
you know). 

 
B. Presenter(s) has a 
basic understanding of 
the topic, but cannot an- 
swer questions. 

 

BLACKLINE MASTER 

Science-Research Rubric -2 

EXPERT 
4 

COMPETENT 
3 

BASIC 
2 

NOVICE 
1 

A. Three or more exam- 
ples of the topic are 
identif ied in the project. 

 
B. The project includes 
a title, description, and 
group members. 
The description 
summarizes the topic 
and examples in one 
paragraph. 

A. Two examples of the 
topic are identif ied in 
the project. 

 
B. The project includes a 
tit le, description, and 
group members. 
The description 
summarizes the topic 
and examples. 

A. One example of the 
topic is identif ied in the 
project. 

 
B. The project includes 
a title, description, 
and group members. 

A. Examples of the topic 
are not identif ied in the 
project. 

 
B. The project includes 
a title and group mem- 
bers. 

 

SCIENCE SCIENCE 



 

m EA C H E R N O TE S TEA C H E R N O TES 
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R N O TE S 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

G R A D E  7  M ET I S  C R O S S - C U R R I C U LA R  T E A C H E R  G U I D E 



 

 
 

Defining Métis Art 
By the  end  of  the  project  the  students  will  understand  and be able  to  explain  what defines  Métis  art  
from  ot her Ab or igin al art.  

Visual Images 
Imag es are centr al to  the visual arts.  Throug h v isual arts  educati on, student s devel op und ersta nd ing of  the 
personal,  social,  cultur al,  and his tor ical cont ext s in whi ch imag es are v iewed and created. V isual arts  educati on 
also i nvo lves student s in image- devel opme nt  and d esign proc esses. They engage in p urposeful and i nvent ive 
act ivit ies-using a variety of  mater ials,  tech no logies,  and proc esses-to  org anize v isual element s accord ing to  the 
pr incip les of  design. 

Vocabulary 
Flower Beadwork People, style, form, visual, pattern 

 
LESSON INTRODUCTION: 
The stud y of  Métis art  is comp licated becau se thei r art  style inf luen ced Abor igin al people  all  over North  America.  
The Métis,  th roug h In dia ns buying thei r craft s, int erm arr iage of  Métis and In dia ns and t he mi grati ons of  Métis 
people  into  the mo st re mot e corn ers of  our  countr y, put  thei r stamp on the art  of  pr actically  every tr ibal  grou p of  
the Northern  Plains and Nort hwes t Te rr itor ies.  The Indians called t he Métis the "Flower Beadwork  Peop le".  
Many mu seums today  have ext ensive collect ions of  Abor igin al art  but  mo st t hat were created by Métis people  are 
not  mark ed dis tinct ly as Métis.  

 
LESSON OVERVIEW: 
Student s will  be shown v isuals of  Métis beadwork  and v isuals of  ot her Ab or igin al beadwork  and ide nt ify what 
makes  Métis  art  distinct.  There  are visuals  of  Métis  beadwork  included  in  the  teacher  guide  as well  as 
visuals of  ot her Ab or igin al art.  There are websites in cluded  in t he resourc e lis t t hat depic t many di ff erent  
Abor igin al art  styles.  The student s will  work  tog ether in grou ps and create a mur al using the defini ng  
prin cipals  of  Métis beadwork . 

Doing: org aniz e, research, design, and create an exhibi ti on of  Métis visual imag es 
 
 
 

    PRESCRIBED LEARNING OU TCOMES  

Visual Arts Exhibition and Response 

 Oral Language (Speaking and Listening) 
Language Arts Oral Language (Thinking) 

 Oral Language (Features) 

 
Social Studies 

 
Skills and processes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Grade 7 Métis Cross- Curricular Teacher Guide 

VISUAL  ARTS 



 

  
 

LESSON OBJECTIVES: 
When  the  students  complete  this  project  they  will  be able  to : 

> Identify  what mak es Métis art  dis tinct from  ot her Ab or igin al art  
> Understa nd why  Métis art  has been m istaken ly ide nt if ied  
> Create a mur al for  ex hibi ti on and u se it to  teach the school and c ommun ity  

 
 
 

CONNECTION BETWEEN VISUAL ARTS AND OTHER SUBJECTS 

Social Studies > cultural, historical and environmental context of the arts; 
artistic contexts of culture and history 

> arts as a means of expressing and preserving cultural identity 
Science > classification, skills and processes 

 > physical properties of colour, light and sound 
Language Arts > language learning strategies apply to learning the language 

of visual arts 
> forms of communication 
> story making, storytelling 
> relationship between the revision and editing process in writing and 
the creative process in the arts 
> multimedia productions 

Mathematics > patterns and shapes 
 >  spatial  relationships 
 > sequencing 

 
 

REQUIRED SKILLS: 
> Grade 7 r eading and writi ng abili t ies 
> Use of  comput ers for  research 
> Create v isual imag es that e ff ectively  use col our  schemes, symbo ls and patt erns 

 
Introductory Activity (20  minutes)  

 
Discuss di ffere nt  Abor igin al cultur es and how a rt  defin es thei r ide nt it y. Prov ide an exa mp le by showing visuals 
of  Métis  art  and other  Aborigin al art.  Ask  students  to  identify  what makes  the  art  unique  and describe  the  use 
of  colour s and patt erns. 

 
Rubric (10  minutes)  

 
Share t he rubr ic wi th s tudent s to  demon str ate how t hey will  be evaluated for  thei r w ork  on the proj ect.  

Procedure (3-5 40  minute  blocks)  
1.  Divide  the  class into  groups  of  4-6.  Each group  will  be given  visuals  of  Métis  and  other  Aborigin al art.  
The teacher  can display  the  images  using  the  CD. Each group  will  research  the  art  forms  and  styles  of  distinct  
Abor igin al peoples.  Student s may use the int ernet or  school lib rary to  investigate t hei r subj ect.  

2.  Using the inform ati on they have gat hered student s in each grou p will  define what mak es Métis art  dis tinct  
from  other Ab or igin al art  and create imag es using tho se art  styles and form s. The image can be created  
electron ically,  or  by dr awing, pai nt ing, ske tch ing or  ot her m edium s. Ensure that s tudent s have had am ple  time  
to  pr epare and devel op t hei r w ork . 

3.  The grou ps will  collabor ate and create one main ex hibi t to  d isplay thei r imag es. Invo lve t he student s in  
org anizi ng and mount ing the display. Ensure that t he d isplay is arranged to  show t he work s at thei r b est 
(e.g., consider height of  work s d isplayed, mount ing, ma tt ing, li ghti ng). Have student s gu ide  guests th roug h 
the display, exp lain or  demon str ate proc esses learned,  and so on. 

4.  Prov ide a focu s for  the aud ience to  respond to  the pr esent ati on. 

5.  Student s and t eacher rev iew the rubr ics to  assess stud ent  achievement  
 
 

MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: 
Métis art  glo ssary 
Defini ng  element s of  Métis art  
Abor igin al art  visuals 

 
 

WEBSITES: 
Lisa Shepherd, Métis  Artisan  
http://lisashepherd.ca/  

Canada’s First Peoples 
http://firstpeoplesofcanada.com/fp _metis/fp _metis5.html  

Christi Belcourt, Métis  Visual  Artist  
http://www.belcourt.net/  
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Métis Art Glossary 

Abstract design- Not  aiming  to  depict  an object  or  represent  something  concretely.  
Appliqué- Attaching  one  ma teri al on  top  of  another.  
Art form- A creative  activity  done  with  skill  th at is intended  to  be beautiful  and  a represent ation  of  the  

creator’ s art istic expr ession. 
Art history- An academic  discipline  which  studies  the  history  of  art  and  art  production.  
Artisan- A cra ft sperson spec iali zi ng  in de corative arts.  
Artistic expression- Artistic  expression  is the  way an individu al or  group  displays  their  artistic  ideas.  
Artistic production- It  is the  production  of  artistic  pieces  usually  within  a time  fr ame or  for  a specific  purpose.  
Artistic tradition- The art  styles  of  a group  th at has been  established  over  a period  of  time  and have been  

passed down from  one generati on to  the next  
Artwork- A work  or  works  of  art  created  by an artist  or  a group  of  artists  
Beadwork- Decor ative artwork  applied  to  garm ent s and h ousehold items u sing col ourfu l tr ade b eads. 
Beadwork designs- Designs  constructed  by stitching  beads  onto  hide  or  another  type  of  fabric.  
Bilateral symmetry- Symmetry  in  which  an im agin ary plane  divided  an object  into  right  and  left  halves,  

each side being  the mi rror  image of  the ot her.  
Colour gradations- The gra du al passing  from  one shade,  tone  etc to  another.  
Colour-lined beads- Colour -lined  beads  are small  seed beads  th at a re transparent  over  a colourful  center  
Dene- The Athapaskan sp eaking people  of  nort hwes tern  Canada. This  is thei r name for  themselves,  “t he people”.  
Floral Designs- Designs  decorated  with  or  depicting  flowers.  Métis  women  constructed  flor al designs  in  

porcupi ne qu ills,  sil k emb ro ide ry, beads and moo sehai r.  
Flower Beadwork People- A term  given  by the  Sioux  to  the  Métis  because  the  Métis  decorated  their  clothing,  

accessor ies and ot her p ieces wi th fl oral designs. 
Inuit- One of  the thr ee dis tinct Ab or igin al Peop les of  Canada, the ma jor ity of  the Inuit in habit t he northern  

regi ons of  Canada kno wn as “Nunaat” or  homeland.  
Métis- Métis  means  a person  who  self -identifies  as Métis,  is distinct  from  other  Aborigin al peoples,  

is of  Historic  Métis  Ancestry,  and  is accepted  by the  Métis  Nation.  
Métis Nation British Columbia (MNBC)- Represents  and/or  is comprised  of  the  Métis  Citizens  of  British  Columbia  

and is governed by t he prov isions of  the MNBC Consti tut ion. 
Ojibwa- The name they  call  themselves  is “Anishnabe ” which  means  “first  people ”. 

The Anishnabe occup ied te rr itor y in t he Western  Great Lak es, especially  aroun d Lake Superior . 
Opaque Beads- Beads of  a solid  colour  through  which  no light  can pass 
Pictorial Design- A decor ation  with  a pa ttern  th at illustrates  a picture  or  pictures.  
Pony bead- A large  irregular  shaped  bead  used  in  the  fur  trade  prior  to  the  introduction  of  seed beads.  

Also called p oun d b eads. 
Scrolling design- A decorative  design  of  spiralling  and  circular  lines.  
Seed beads- Tiny  beads,  made  of  glass,  introduced  around  the  1840’s.  These beads  replaced  the  earlier  pony  

beads and became t he standard  mater ial  in b eadwork . 
Spot stitch- A beadwork  stitch  in  which  on  to  three  beads  are sewn down  at  once.  
Symmetry- A surface  divided  into  two  halves  with  each side  being  the  mirror  image  of  the  other  
Tendril- Leafless  shoots  of  a plant  often  growing  in  a spir al form  
Tradition- Proven  and  accepted  ways which  are handed  down  from  gener ation  to  gener ation,  the  body  of  

inform ati on, ru les,  and values whi ch made ex istence possible and m eaningfu l for  a grou p of  people.  
Vamp- The part  of  a shoe  or  moccasin  covering  the  top  of  the  foot  
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BLACKLINE MASTER 

Exhibition and Response Project Rubric-1 

EXPERT 
4 

COMPETENT 
3 

BASIC 
2 

NOVICE 
1 

A. The images include 
all of the defining 
elements of Métis art. 

 
B. The images clearly 
show the colour 
schemes unique to 
Métis art. 

 
C. Appropriate images 
are selected for the 
exhibition. 

 
D. The project workload 
was divided equally amongst 
all group members. 

A. The images include 
several of the defining 
elements of Métis art. 

 
B. The images show 
several of the colour 
schemes unique to 
Métis art. 

 
C. Several images 
chosen for the exhibi- 
tion are appropriate. 

 
D. Most group members 
contributed to the 
project. 

A. The images include 
some of the defining 
elements of Métis art. 

 
B. The images show 
some of the colour 
schemes unique to 
Métis art. 

 
C. A few of the images 
chosen for the exhibi- 
tion are appropriate. 

 
D. Most group members 
participate in the 
project. 

A. The images do not 
use any of the defining 
elements of Métis art. 

 
B. The images do not 
show any of the colour 
schemes unique to 
Métis art. 

 
C. None of the images 
chosen for the exhibi- 
tion are appropriate. 

 
D. One or two group 
members did the 
majority of the work. 

 



 
 
 
 

Defining Elements of Métis Art 
 

> Floral patterns will usually include mousetracks along the stems 

> The inclusion of berries, leaves, tendrils and stems in the patterns 

> The designs are most often asymmetrical 

> The pattern may intersect to form a cross (influence of the Catholic church) 

> The use of patterns of four is significant in that it represents the four directions 

> Very colorful and not limited to one or two colours (European influence) 

> Traditionally one incorrect coloured bead would be inserted in the pattern 
(it was believed that this would keep the beader humble as only the Creator 
could make something perfect 

> Beadwork was often done on dark coloured velvet or wool 
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The Métis of British Columbia Past and Present 
 

LESSON INTRODUCTION: 
The Métis people  mov ed across Canada to  Brit ish  Columb ia dur ing the exp ansion of  the fur  tr ade and ex plorati on 
in  Canada during  the  1700s  and 1800s.  They were  involved  in  the  fur  trade  and  worked  for  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
Comp any and t he Nort hwes t Comp any as gu ides,  factor s, tr appe rs, clerks, and ca rp ent ers. The Métis navigated  
the r ivers and lakes and estab lishe d tr ails  and overland  rout es to  tr ansport  people  and goo ds.  These rout es 
eventu ally  estab lishe d t he infr astructur e of  highways,  railways  and commun it ies that st ill  ex ist tod ay. At  the de- 
cli ne of  the fur  tr ade t he Métis mi gr ated to  Brit ish  Columb ia to  estab lish  commun it ies and create em ployme nt  and  
indu str y. Métis people  sett led  where t here was an abund ance of  natur al resources  such as arab le land,  ti mb er, 
miner als,  and tr adi ti onal foo d as well  as employme nt  opp ortun it ies.  The exp ansion and i ncrease of  popu lati on 
in Brit ish  Columb ia led  to  the devel opme nt  of  indus tr y such as mini ng, l ogg ing, fa rm ing, and c onstru cti on of  
infr astructure.  The Métis people  have p layed a k ey ro le in t he devel opme nt  of  Brit ish  Columb ia and c ont inue to  
be invo lved in creati ng econom ic opp ortun it ies and i nnov ati ons in tech nology. 

 
LESSON OVERVIEW: 
The student s will  research and pr esent  inform ati on on the contr ib ut ions of  the Métis to  the econom ic and  
tech no log ical devel opme nt  of  Brit ish  Columb ia. They will  ide nt ify t he his tor ic sign ifica nce of  the Métis to  the 
devel opme nt  of  Brit ish  Columb ia and re cogn ize t hei r contr ib ut ions to  the cont inuity and change of  econom y and  
tech no logy over tim e. 
Doing: org anizi ng, i nvestigati ng and part icipa ti ng in t he research proc ess 
To do this: the  students  will  research  the  economic  and  technological  contributions  of  the  Métis  to  the  develop - 
ment  of  Brit ish  Columb ia and create a m ap to  ref lect t hei r r esearch.  

 
LESSON OBJECTIVES: 
When  the  students  complete  this  project  they  will  be able  to : 

> Read and r esearch r elevant  mater ials  using tech no logy 

> Int erpret i nform ati on from  maps and tim eli nes 

> Recogn ize t he contr ib ut ions Métis people  have made to  econom y and tech no logy and  
to  the devel opme nt  of  Brit ish  Columb ia 

 

    PRESCRIBED LEARNING OU TCOMES  

Social Studies Skills and Processes 
 A2 use various types of graphs, tables, timelines, and maps to obtain 
 or communicate information 

 Economy and Technology 
 D1 describe various ways ancient peoples exchanged goods 
 and services 

D2 assess ways technological innovations enabled ancient peoples to 
> adapt to and modify their environments 
> satisfy their needs 
> increase exploration and trade 
> develop their cultures 

Language Arts Oral Language (Speaking and Listening) 
 Oral Language (Thinking) 
 Oral Language (Features) 
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REQUIRED SKILLS: 

> Abili ty to  use comput ers for  word proc essing and r esearch 

> Abili ty to  int erpret graphs,  tab les,  tim eli nes and maps  

> Grade 6 r eading level or  above 
 

Introductory Activity (20  minutes)  
 

Discuss the Métis and t hei r western  mi grati on acro ss Canada to  Brit ish  Columb ia. Have student s consider what 
rout es the Métis tr aveled and why  they estab lishe d commun it ies in speci f ic geogr aphical areas. Ask s tudent s 
what econom y t he Métis were engaged in and what tech no logy t hey might have used.  Make connec ti ons between 
the Métis navigati on rout es and commun it ies to  the devel opme nt  of  Brit ish  Columb ia, such as highways,  indus tr y 
and business. Ask s tu dent s how t he Métis have contr ib uted  to  the econom y and tech no logy of  Brit ish  Columb ia in  
the past and how t hey may be contr ib ut ing in t he pr esent . 

 
Rubric (10  minutes)  

 
Share t he rubr ic wi th s tudent s to  demon str ate how t hey will  be evaluat ed for  thei r p roj ect.  

 
Procedure (3-5 40  minute  blocks)  

 
1.  On a map of  Canada the  teacher  will  facilitate  a class activity  and  have the  students  track  the  tr avel routes  
the Métis used to  mi grate across Canada i nto  and th roug hout  Brit ish  Columb ia. 

 
2.  Students  will  be organized  into  groups  of  4-6; they  will  choose  and  research  the  name of  an historic  
Métis person. Research  will  in clude:  bib liogr aphy,  tr avel rout es and commun it ies,  work  and tr ade, 
place nam es and his tor ical sites. Student s may use the int ernet or  school lib rary to  investigate t hei r subj ect. 
The inform ati on can be comp iled as pic tur es, diagrams, pri nt  out s, maps or  wri tt en not es. 
Student s will  then apply  the research i nform ati on to  the map of  Brit ish  Columb ia.  

 
3.  Students  will  be organized  into  groups  of  4-6: they  will  choose  and  research  the  name of  a Métis  person  from  
the teacher gu ide  that has contr ib uted  to  the econom y and tech no logy of  Brit ish  Columb ia since the 1950s  
to  the pr esent . Research will  in clude:  bib liogr aphy,  commun it ies,  work  and educati on, contr ib ut ions to  the 
econom y and tech no logy. Student s may use the int ernet or  school lib rary to  investigate t hei r subj ect.  
The inform ati on can be comp iled as pic tur es, diagrams, pri nt  out s, maps or  wri tt en not es. 
Student s will  then apply  the research i nform ati on to  the map of  Brit ish  Columb ia.  

 
4.  Student s will  pr esent  inform ati on and maps to  the class and d iscuss thei r conc lusions. 

 
5.  Student s and t eacher will  rev iew the rubr ics to  assess stud ent  achievement . 

MATERIALS AND RESCOURCES: 
> Maps of  Canada and Brit ish  Columb ia 

> Biogr aphies  of  his tor ic and c ont emp orary Métis people  

> Techno logical equip ment  such as, int ernet access, comput ers, Smart  Board  
 
 

WEBSITES: 

> Métis Nation BC 
http://www.mnbc.ca/  

> BC Métis Timeline of Historical Events 
http://mnbc.ca/bcmanr/timeline.asp  

> Historical Métis Maps 
http://www.metisresourcecentre.mb.ca  
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GLOSSARY 
 

Arable land- Land th at is suitable  for  the  cultiv ation  of  food  crops  for  people  or  livestock.  

Clerk- An in divid ual respon sible for  keeping account ing record s or  acti ng as tr aders at fur  tr ade post s. 

Contemporary- Belonging  to  or  occurring  in  the  present  time.  

Factor- Head offici al appointed  to  oversee  all  soci al,  economic,  and  politic al aspects  at ma jor  fur  trade  posts.  

Geographical- Relating  to  geography,  the  study  of  the  physical  features  of  the  earth  and  of  hum an activity  
that r elates to  these featur es. 

Historic- Is used  in  describing  famous  or  import ant  people  or  events  from  the  past.  

Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC)- Canada’s  oldest  incorpor ated  trading  company  started  in  1670  to  trade  furs  with  
Abor igin al people  of  Canada to  export  to  mark ets b ased in E ngland.  

Infrastructure- Basic structures  such  as buildings,  roads,  and  power  supplies  needed  to  support  the  
public  work s and o perati on of  a society or  org anizati on. 

Innovation- Is the  action  of  innovating  or  introducing  a new idea, method  or  product.  

Métis- Métis  means  a person  who  self -identifies  as Métis,  is distinct  from  other  Aborigin al peoples,  
is of  Historic  Métis  Ancestry,  and  is accepted  by the  Métis  Nation.  

Métis Nation British Columbia (MNBC)- Represents  and/or  is comprised  of  the  Métis  Citizens  of  British  Columbia  
and is governed by t he prov isions of  the MNBC Consti tut ion. 

Natural Resources- Are materials  th at occur  in  nature  such  as miner als,  timber,  and waterpower  and can be 
used for  econom ic or  social  purposes. 

Northwest Company (NWC)- A fur  trade  company  established  in  1760  and  based  out  of  Montre al.  
The NWC amalgamated wi th t he HBC in 1821,  and em ployed many Métis people.  

Technology- The pr actic al applic ation  of  knowledge  used  to  increase  capabilities  in  technical  processes,  
such as ma nuf actur ing, p roducti on and i nform ati on. 
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Biographies 
Listed below are bi ogr aphies  of  Métis people  that have contr ib ut ed to  the econom y and tech no logy of  
Brit ish  Columb ia. These are t he nam es that are g iven to  the stud ent  grou ps to  research.  

 

Historic Métis People 
1.  Chr istina MacDonald  
2.  James Jean-Bapt iste Boucher 
3.  Willia m M cKay 
4.  Pierre Boston ais 
5.  James Sinclai r 

Contemporary Métis People 
1.  Phil Nuytt en 
2.  Peter Ducommun  
3.  Jack Poole 
4.  Sid  Peltier  
5.  Ang eliq ue Merasty Levac  

 
1. BIOGRAPHY/HISTORIC 
Christina MacDonald MacKenzie Williams 
(business woman and store keeper) 

Chr istina MacDonald  was the daughter of  Catherine  
Bapt iste and J. Angu s MacDonald,  Chie f Factor  of  the 
Hudson's Bay Comp any (HBC) headq uart ers at Colville,  
Brit ish  Columb ia. Chr istina u sed to  accomp any her 
fat her and t he br igade to  Kaml oop s each year.  
The br igade tr avelled t he east bank  of  the Kett le River 
to  Chr istina Creek, whi ch was crossed 1/2  mile  below 
Chr istina Lak e. She acted as book -keeper for  her 
fat her, carr ying the record s in a buck skin sack.  
The horses  would  be swum  across  the  river  and  a ra ft  
built  to  carry  the  goods.  One trip  in  June 1870,  the  ra ft  
on whi ch Chr istina was crossing this  creek went  to  
pieces and she was th rown i nto  the rushi ng water  
along  wi th t he buck skin sack cont aining her fat her's 
HBC book s and papers. She was carr ied  down for  som e 
distance befor e being  rescued, b ut  when fin ally  
dragged ashore st ill  had hold of  the satch el of  book s, 
thereby saving its pr ecious cont ent s. For this  deed  the 
Counc il  of  Chie fs of  the Colville  India ns gave her and  
her  heirs  the  sole  right  to  tr ap and  fish  in  the  country  
tr ib ut ary to  this  lake, hence her name for  the creek 
and lake. 

Chr istina MacDonald  later ma rr ied  James McKenz ie, 
HBC clerk  at Fort  Colville  who later o perat ed a r ival  
tr ading post a dj acent  to  the HBC stor e at Kaml oop s in  
1872.  Aft er her husba nd 's death in 1873,  Catherine  
cont inued  to  operate t he business, and prov ed to  be a 
mo st c ompetent  businesswom an, c utt ing deeply  into  
the tr ade of  the Hudson Bay Comp any. She ma rr ied  
Charles Willia ms in 1875  and mov ed to  Mont ana, then 
to  Idah o and eve ntu ally  to  Spokane, Washington , 
where  she died  in  the  winter  of  1925 -26.  

2. BIOGRAPHY/HISTORIC 
Jean-Baptiste Boucher (trader and interpreter) 
Métis int erpreter and guide  Jean-Bapt iste “Waccan” 
Boucher is one of  the found ing fat hers of  the Quesnel 
area. Boucher’ s fat her was French-Canad ian and his  
mother  was Cree. Born in  about  1789,  he spoke  the  
langu ages of  both his  parent s, along  wi th Ca rr ier, 
Michi f and others. This  abili ty led  to  him be com ing a 
valued int erpreter for  the North  West Comp any at a very  
young  age,  probably  in  his  early  teens.  He came out  to  
New Caledonia  in  1806  and by the  time  he accompa - 
nied  Fraser on  the  trip  down  the  river,  Boucher  was 
already an accomp lishe d tr ader, who enjo yed a f ierce 
reput ati on as a comp any man.  

Origin ally  ma rr ied  to  the daughter of  a Carr ier chief, 
his  second  marr iage was to  Nancy McDoug all,  
the daughter of  North  West Comp any clerk  James 
McDoug all.  When t he North  West Comp any me rged 
wi th t he Hudson’ s Bay Comp any in 1821,  Boucher was 
eager ly taken on wi th t he HBC. In 1823  Chie f Factor  
John Stuart  said  th at Boucher  “has been  in  New Cale- 
doni a since  its  first  establishment  and  is the  best  of  the  
class I ever met wi th,  invariably perform ing the dut y of  
an Int erpr eter, Ca noe,  Train and S now Shoe Maker and  
as a common  lab our er do es mor e than any ot her man  
in  New Caledonia,  he has now  the  charge  of  [Fort]  
Alexandr ia.”One of  Boucher’ s dut ies was that of  
policeman  and  it  is said  th at his  nickname  “Waccan” 
is a deriv ative  of  “watchman. ” Others  think  it  is a Cree 
word of  undeterm ined meaning. 

Waccan and Nan cy had 17  chil dr en, s om e of  whom 
also work ed for  the Hudson’ s Bay Comp any. Boucher’ s 
name is often  spelled  Bouche,  Bouchie  or  Buschie  and  
this  name can be found  in  various  place  names in  the  
Quesnel area. The strong  and mighty Waccan suc- 
cumbed  to  the  measles  in  1849,  and was buried  at  
Fort  St. James.  His gra ve is unmarked,  as are most  of  
the  others  at  Fort  St. James,  but  his  legacy  lives  on  in  
the hundr eds of  descendant s that live  in t he Carib oo 
area tod ay. 
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3. BIOGRAPHY/HISTORIC 
Joseph William McKay (fur trader and businessman) 
Joseph  Willia m M cKay was a fur  tr ader, e xp lorer, busi- 
nessman, po li t icia n, justice of  the peace and off ice 
holder. He was born  on January 31s t, 1829  at Rupert’ s 
House (Waskagan ish,  Que.). He was the son of  Willia m 
McKay and Mary  Bunn , b oth of  mixed blood.  Joseph  
McKay ma rr ied  Helen Holm es on June 1860  in V ictor ia,  
Brit ish  Columb ia and t hey had four  daughters and two  
sons. He died  there on Decemb er 21s t, 1900.  

Joseph  Willia m M cKay had deep  root s in t he north - 
west: his  grandfat her John M cKay, his  unc les John Bunn  
and  John Richards  McKay, and his  fa ther  were  active  in  
the  fur  trade.  When  he was nine  or  ten  years old  Joseph 
William  was sent  to  the  Red River Academy  where  he 
rem ained for  f ive years, board ing wi th his  mate rnal 
grandf ather, Th omas Bunn . Accord ing to  fam ily  tr adi-  
tion  his  parents  had  intended  to  send  him  to  school  in  
Scotl and but  he literally  missed  the  boat.  He joined  the  
Hudson’s  Bay Company  on  1 June 1844,  at age 15,  and  
was sent  to  Fort  Vancouv er (Vancouv er, Wash.). 

The fo llowing Septem ber he accomp anied t he Brit ish  
naval off icers Ca pt ain Henry  W. Park e and L ieut enant  
Willia m Peel on thei r re conn aissance of  Oregon  Terr i- 
tor y. Having been tr ansfe rr ed in Novemb er 1846  to  Fort  
Victori a (Victori a), which  he recalled  as “full  of  bustle ” 
in t he wake of  the Oregon  Boun dary Treaty, he part ici - 
pated  in  a survey  th at winter  of  the  area around  Victori a 
and Esquim alt. In 1848  he was promot ed to  the rank  of  
postm aster, and t he fo llowing year he was Roderick 
Finlayson’ s second  in comm and  at Fort  Victor ia.  

Thoug h nom inally  a fur  tr ader, M cKay was also in-  
volved in t he expl orati on, econom ic devel opme nt , and  
colon izati on of  Vancouv er Island.  As an appr ent ice 
clerk  he helped  Chie f Factor  James Doug las in 1850  to  
negot iate t he Fort  Victor ia tr eaties wi th t he neighbour - 
ing India ns. Doug las not ed that McKay possessed “an 
uncommon  degr ee of  tact and a ddr ess, in managi ng 
India ns.” Dur ing the early 1850s  Doug las sent  McKay 
to  expl ore the Cowichan and Comox  valleys  and to  es- 
tab lish  the HBC salmon  f ishe ry and sheep  stati on on 
San Juan 
Island.  In Augu st 1852  McKay form ally  took  posses- 
sion,  on  behalf  of  the  HBC, of  the  coalfields  at  
Nanaimo , whi ch had rece nt ly been ex pl ored by Joseph  
Despard  Pemberton . While in charge there McKay 
opened  a coal  mine,  a sawmill,  a saltern,  and  a school,  
so t hat when Doug las visi ted t he sett lement  a year later  
he wrote,  “The place  has quite  the  appearance  of  a  
li tt le villa ge.” 

McKay applied  in  the  summer  of  1854  for  a three - 
mont h leave of  absence in order to  manage t he aff airs 
of  the Vancouv er’ s Island Steam Saw Mill  Comp any, 

whi ch had been form ed thr ee years pr eviously by a  
grou p of  HBC off icers and c lerks but  whi ch was not  yet 
operati onal.  When his  request was denied  by Doug las,  
McKay quit t he HBC and s oon  opened the sawmill.  

Shortly  aft er t he beginn ing of  the Fraser River go ld-  
rush  in  the  summer  of  1858  McKay was sent  by Dou - 
glas  to  search  for  a route  to  the  gold -fields  between  
Howe Sound  and Lillooet  Lake. In June 1860  he was 
made c hief tr ader and p laced in charge of  the aur ifer-  
ous Thompson’ s River dis tr ict; t hat mont h also he was 
marr ied  in V ictor ia.  Two mont hs later M cKay left  his  
br ide  and went  to  Thom pson’ s River Post (Kaml oop s), 
where he spent  six years devel opi ng the HBC’s ret ail  
prov isions business, supp lying Europ eans, Chinese, 
and In dia ns wi th foo d and mini ng  equip ment  in ex-  
change for  go ld dust, do llars, and fur s. 
McKay welcom ed Thom as McMicking’ s go ld-seeki ng 
Overlanders to  Kaml oop s in 1862  and in 1865,  in con- 
jun cti on wi th John Rae, McKay conduct ed a survey  of  
the countr y between Willia ms Creek and Tête Ja une 
Cache in a nt icipa ti on of  the HBC’s proposed telegr aph 
li ne from  Fort  Garry  (Winn ipe g) to  New Westm inster  
(B.C.). Between  1866  and  1878  he was in  charge  of  the  
company’s o perati ons at Fort  Yale (Yale), in t he Koot e- 
nay district,  and  in  the  Cassiar and  the  Stikine  mining  
districts,  and  he directed  its  coastal  trade  at  Fort  Simp - 
son; he was promot ed factor  in 1872.  

Four years later  he was made  a justice  of  the  peace,  
an appointm ent  he held  unt il  1885.  In the summ er of  
1878  McKay was dismissed  by the  HBC, in  part  be- 
cause of  his  substant ial  business dealings out side  the 
comp any. Since the Fraser River go ld- rush McKay had 
invested in sil ver min es, salmon  canneries,  and tim ber 
leases,  and  just  six  months  before  his  dismissal  he had  
been p rospecti ng near Bella Coola on his  own a ccount . 
On 28  Sept. 1878  he entered  into  a two -year agree - 
ment  to  manage t he salmon  cannery on the lo wer 
Skeena River own ed by t he North  Western  Comm ercial  
Comp any of  San Francisco. 

Dur ing the fo llowing two decad es McKay work ed for  
the dom ini on governm ent , being  app ointed  census  
comm issioner for  Brit ish  Columb ia in 1881  and In dia n 
agent  two years later, first for  the nort hwes t coast and  
then for  the Kaml oop s and Okanagan age ncies.  While 
agent  he urg ed In dia ns to  take up  stock -raising and to  
gro w western  crop s, att empt ed to  pr event  the tr espass 
of  Canad ian Pacific R ailway  crews and Euro pean set- 
tlers  on  Indi an la nd,  and  established  an Indi an indus - 
tr ial  school n ear Kaml oop s. He personally  inocu lated  
mor e than 1,300  India ns wi th sm allpox  vaccine be- 
tween  1886  and  1888.  In 1893  he was appointed  as- 
sistant  to  Arthur  Wellesley Vowell,  t he superi nt endent  
of  India n aff airs for  Brit ish  Columb ia.  Continued... 

...Continued 
Throug hout  this  period M cKay cont inued to  pursue his  
business int erests. The year befor e his  death he ap- 
plied  for  a grant  of  40,000  acres on Queen Charl ott e 
Str ait,  on  which  he planned  to  establish  a pulp -mill,   
but  he died  before  he could  see it  in  oper ation.  During  
his  last  years in  Victori a he also  lectured  and  wrote  sev- 
eral articles  on  the  fur  trade  and  on  the  Indi ans of  
Brit ish  Columb ia. 

McKay’s varied  career, whi ch spanned  the fur  tr ade, 
colonial,  and prov incial  eras, ref lects t he diver sity of  
the HBC’s int erests in Brit ish  Columb ia. In 1872,  when 
requesti ng a p romot ion, he had poi nted  out  to  the 
comp any t hat he had “been Sailor , Farm er, Coal Miner, 
packer, Salesman, Surveyor , exp lorer, Fur Trader and  
Account ant  in Your  Service.”  Like several of  his  col- 
leagues, McKay made a na tur al tr ansiti on from  fur  
tr ader to  India n age nt , and li ke mo st of  his  cont empo-  
rar ies he ex hibited an abidi ng personal int erest in t he 
devel opme nt  of  natur al resources.  

4. BIOGRAPHY/HISTORIC 
Pierre Bostonais (fur trader and explorer) 
Pierre  Bostonais  aka Pierre  Hastin ation  was a Métis  
tr app er, fur  tr ader and ex pl orer who work ed for  the 
Hudson's Bay Comp any d ur ing the 18 th and 19 th cen-  
tur ies.  His ni ckname “Tete Jaune”  (whi ch m eans yell ow 
head in  French)  was given  to  him  because  of  his  blond  
hair.  In the  early  1800s,  Pierre  crossed  the  Rocky 
Mountains  by the  pass which  would  later  bear his  
nam e. He led  a br igade of  Hudson's Bay men th roug h 
the same p ass in Dece mb er 1819  to  encount er t he 
Secwepemc people.  Pierr e would later mov e his  cache 
from  the Grand Fork  of  the Fraser River to  a Secwepemc 
fishi ng villa ge on the Fraser. Located on the Fraser  
River in  the  scenic  Robson  Valley,  only  11  km  (7 miles)  
west  of  Mount  Robson,  Tete Jaune  Cache is at the  con- 
fluen ce of  the Fraser and Robson Rivers. 

The Yellowh ead highway was sta rt ed in t he 1940s  
when a caravan of  cars and truck s made t he tr ek from  
Edmonton  to  Kaml oop s in 1948.  The highway was off i- 
cially  opened  in  1970  and was named  after  this  Métis  
explorer.  
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1. BIOGRAPHY/CONTEMPORARY 
Phil Nuytten 
(Inventor, entrepreneur, deep-ocean explorer) 
An int ernati onally  recogn ized pi oneer in t he und ersea 
indu str y, Phil Nuytt en has spent  40  years creati ng  
deepwater dive  systems t hat have opened the ocean’ s 
dep ths to  explorati on and i ndu str y. 

Throug h his  vari ous comp anies,  he has devel oped  
tech no logy to  allow deepe r and l ong er-lengt h 
underwater ex pedi ti ons wi th i ncr eased safet y. 
Nuytten’s  hard -suits  – the  Newtsuit  and  the  Exosuit  – 
his  deep-divi ng subm ersibles and his  submarine  
rescue system are re nowned w or ldwide. His equip ment  
is used  by a wide  range  of  agencies  from  the  Nation al 
Geographic  Society  to  NASA and  is standard  in  nearly  a 
doz en nav ies.  Contr act assignm ent s have taken  
Nuytt en’ s equip ment  and crews to  ma jor  oil f ields,  
marine c onstru cti on sites and s unk en wrecks aroun d 
the  world.  His record -breaking  dives  – in  icy arctic  
waters  – to  the  wreck  of  the  Breadalbane,  the  most  
nort hern-mo st kno wn shipwre ck, earned him a p lace 
on the cover of  Nati onal Geogr aphic  Magazine in 1984.  

Born in Va ncouv er, Brit ish  Columb ia, Nuytt en 
designed his  first divi ng gear and o pened Western  
Canada’s  first  dive  shop  when  he was in  his  teens.   
His attention  to  detail  – cruci al in  deep-sea diving  – 
was appa rent  from  the age of  12  when he appr ent iced  
wi th a K waki ut l m aster tot em-po le carver and learned 
to  carve and  design  in  the  Northwest  Coast  style  – an 
art  about  which  he is still  passionate.  In 1982,  he 
pub lishe d The Tot em Car vers, a book  whi ch is now a 
standard  refere nce text  in Nort hwes t na tur e eth nogr a- 
phy  stud ies.  Nuytt en is a Métis (an abor igin al grou p 
descended from  Canad ian fur  tr aders) by bi rt h,  but  was 
form ally  adopt ed into  the Kwaki ut l nati on and is an 
advoc ate of  the art  and cultur e of  these ind igenou s 
people.  

2. BIOGRAPHY/CONTEMPORARY 
Peter Ducommun 
(International pioneer in the skateboard industry) 
Peter Ducommun  form ed Sku ll  Skates in 1978  in  
Regina Saskatchewan at age 14  and grew the comp any 
to  an int ernati onal skate board , skate clothi ng, bicyc le 
and skim board ing leader. Peter and his  brot her left  
their  Métis  family  in  Saskatchewan  to  open  a skate - 
board ing shop in Va ncouv er. 
http://www.skullskates.com/  

3. BIOGRAPHY/CONTEMPORARY 
John (Jack) Wilson Poole 
Jack Poole  was born  on  April  13,  1933  at Mortl ach,  
Saskatchewan. He was the younges t of  thr ee sons of  
John Vigors  Poole  and  his  wife  Edith  Golen.  Mr.  Poole  
work ed at the grain elevator  aft er his  Massey-Harr is 
farm  equip ment  dealership went  brok e dur ing the 
Depr ession and Mr s. Poole was the lo cal postm istr ess. 
Jack was Métis  and  received  the  Order  of  Canada and  
received many h onour ary de gr ees. He will  be best 
kno wn for  bri nging  the 2010  Olympics  and Paralympics  
to  Canada. 

Jack Poole had a degr ee in Civ il  Engineeri ng from  
the Univer sity of  Saskatchewan. He graduat ed in 1954  
and w on the un iver sit ies heavywei ght wr estli ng 
championship  in  the  same year.  He has used  his  
entr eprene ur ial  sk ills  to  bu ild r eal estate devel opme nt  
comp anies such as Concert  Propert ies.  
Poole co-found ed Daon  Developme nt  Corporati on 
wi th Graham D awson, it was the second  largest r eal 
estate devel opme nt  comp any in North  America unt il  its  
collapse in 1982.  Jack Poole found ed Concert  Proper- 
ties,  which is now  one of  the largest and most successfu l 
constru cti on comp anies in t he prov ince,  wi th a w ork ing  
capital  of  some  $750 -million  and  an asset  base of  
sli ght ly less than $1.5 -billi on. 

 
 

4. BIOGRAPHY  CONTEMPORARY 
Sid Peltier (pilot and helicopter business owner) 
Sid  Peltier  was born  in  Winnipeg  Manitoba  and spent  
the  first  part  of  his  life  there  with  his  Métis  family.  
His gr eat-gr eat grand mot her was Swampy Cree from  
northern  Mani toba.  Sid grew up  li ke many Métis 
people,  hunt ing duck s, geese and deer and living a 
tr adi ti onal Métis li festyle.  

Sid  acquired  his  helicopter  pilot  license  when  he 
was 25  years old.  He has been  flying  helicopters  for  35  
years and is a qu ali f ied  rot ary f li ght ins tructor , and has 
35  years of  f lyi ng exp erience. Sid has logg ed over 
14,000  hour s of  f li ght tim e, mo st of  that time f lyi ng in  
the  mountains  of  BC and  Albert a. He has a lot  of  experi - 
ence in seismic,  oil  and g as expl orati on, po wer li ne 
constru cti on, as well  as fire fighti ng th roug hout  the 
western  prov inces,  in cludi ng Nort hwes t Te rr itor ies 
and t he Yukon.  

Sid  is the  owner  and  Chief  Pilot  and  Oper ations  
Manager of  White River Helic opters in Te rrace. He has 
own ed and o perat ed the comp any since 1993  and is 
the old est lo cally  own ed helic opter c hart er service in  
Terrace. He has flown num erou s types of  heli copt ers, 
includi ng Jet Rangers, A-Stars, and Bell Medium s. 

Sid  Peltier  is one  of  the  most  experienced  helicopter  pi - 
lots  in t he Nort hwes t and prov ides services to  prov in- 
cial  and feder al min istr ies,  pr ivate i ndu str y, and  
adventur e seeki ng in divid uals.  For adventur e seekers  
Sid enjo ys taki ng  his  passengers over scenic mount ain 
top s, f ishi ng spot s, and on heli -skiii ng tr ips.  
“The helic opter business has been very  goo d for  me. It  
has allowed  me to  fly  in  remote  areas and  still  be home  
at night  with  my  family.  As a helicopter  pilot  I have 
flown all  over Canad a, muc h li ke our  Métis ancestor s 
did  when first ex plor ing Canada” (Sid Peltier) 

 
 

5. BIOGRAPHY/CONTEMPORARY 
Angelique Merasty (Levac) 
(Business woman and artist) 
Angelique  (Merasty)  Levac was born  in  Beaver Lake, 
Manitoba  in  1924.  At  the  age of  twenty,  she learned  
the art  of  bi rchbark  bi ti ng  from  her mot her,  
Susan Ballant yne. Angeliq ue a Métis wom an, has 
revit ali zed t he art ist ic tr adi ti on of  bi rch  bark  bi ti ng  
and found  an entr eprene ur ial  home for  her cra ft  and  
the work s of  other Ab or igin al people  in her s tor e, 
Ang eliq ue's Nat ive Arts.  Her s tor e is lo cated in Pri nce 
Georg e, and her business has been in o perati on for  
14  years. 

Ang eliq ue Merasty Levac creates un iq ue one-of -a- 
kind  bi rch  bark  art  in t he tr adi ti on of  northern  Wood - 
land Cree Women. Many of  her or igin als are d isplayed 
in g alleries wor ldwide and s oug ht a ft er by d iscern ing 
priv ate and  public  art  collectors.  Birch  Bark  Biting  is 
produc ed by fo ldi ng and bi ti ng the innermo st layer of  
select Birch bark  into  a variety of  form s, in cludi ng  
butt erf lies,  humm ing bi rd s, frog s, etc. This  art  form  
was or igin ally  used as patt erns for  qu illw ork  designs, 
as well  as for  ent ert ainm ent . 

The abili ty to  marry  art istic endeavors wi th an 
entr eprene ur ial  spi rit while  meeti ng the dema nds 
of  the mark et p lace is an excellent  ro le mo del.  
Ang eliq ue's talent s and s uccess will  inspire t he next  
generati on of  Abor igin al creativi ty and entr epreneurship. 

Ang ela received t he B.C. Ab or igin al Business Award  
for  in divid ual achievement  in r ecogn iti on of  her out - 
stand ing accomp lish ment  by an in divid ual who, over 
her car eer, has made a sign ifica nt  contr ib ut ion 
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BLACKLINE MASTER 

Social Studies- Project Rubric-2 

EXPERT 
4 

COMPETENT 
3 

BASIC 
2 

NOVICE 
1 

A. Three or more exam- 
ples of the topic are 
identif ied in the project. 

 
B. The project includes a 
tit le, description, and 
group members. The de- 
scription summarizes 
the topic and examples 
in one paragraph. 

A. Two examples of the 
topic are identif ied in 
the project. 

 
B. The project includes a 
tit le, description, and 
group members. 
The description summa- 
rizes the topic and ex- 
amples. 

A. One example of the 
topic is identif ied in the 
project. 

 
B. The project includes 
a title, description, and 
group members. 

A. Examples of the topic 
are not identif ied in the 
project. 

 
B. The project includes 
a title and group 
members. 

 

BLACKLINE MASTER 

Social Studies- Research Rubric-1 

EXPERT 
4 

COMPETENT 
3 

BASIC 
2 

NOVICE 
1 

A. Group mutually 
agrees on tasks for 
each member and each 
member works on their 
job within the assigned 
time. 

 
 
 

B. Research is cited  
with website name, URL, 
and page title. 
The list includes a title 
and each entry has 
space in between. 

 
C. Independently main- 
tains focus on the proj- 
ect and perseveres 
through the learning 
process. 

A. Group members come 
to an agreement on 
tasks with teacher sup- 
port. Members work on 
their jobs within the as- 
signed time. 

 
 
 

B. Research is cited with 
the website name, URL, 
and page title. The list 
includes a title. 

 
 
 

C. Occasionally needs 
redirection to maintain 
focus on the learning 
process. 

A. Group members come 
to an agreement on 
tasks with teacher sup- 
port, but do not every 
member works on their 
task. Member’s works 
on their jobs within the 
assigned time. 

 
B. Research is cited with 
the website name, URL, 
and page title. 

 
 
 
 

C. Requires frequent 
redirection to focus on 
the learning process. 

A. The teacher assigns 
tasks for each group 
member. Members do 
not complete their jobs 
within the assigned 
time. 

 
 
 

B. Research is cited with 
website and URL. 

 
 
 
 
 

C. Is unfocused and off 
task during the learning 
process. 
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BLACKLINE MASTER 

Social Studies-Presentation Rubric-3 

EXPERT 
4 

COMPETENT 
3 

BASIC 
2 

NOVICE 
1 

A. The vocabulary used 
is appropriate for the 
age and experience of 
the audience and pre- 
senter(s), but extended 
for knowledge building. 

 
 

B. Presenter(s) has a 
thorough understanding 
of the topic and can an- 
swer questions from the 
audience. 

A. The vocabulary used 
is appropriate for the 
age and experience 
of the audience and 
presenter(s). 

 
 
 

B. Presenter(s) has an 
understanding of the 
topic and can answer 
most questions from the 
audience. 

A. The vocabulary  
used is somewhat 
appropriate for the age 
and experience of the 
audience and 
presenter(s), but is  
not consistent. 

 
B. Presenter(s) has 
some understanding   
of the topic and can 
answer some questions 
from the audience. 

A. The vocabulary is 
basic (stuff, things, like, 
you know). 

 
 
 
 
 

B. Presenter(s) has a 
basic understanding of 
the topic, but cannot 
answer questions. 
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