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Shi-shi-etko by Nicola I. Campbell 
A young Native American child prepares to leave home and family for 
compulsory Indian School in this quietly poetic Canadian import. On each of 
her last three days, Shi-shi-etko (“She Loves To Play In The Water”) goes 
out with a different adult to gather impressions of her people’s ways and the 
natural world around her: standing in a creek, listening to her mother 
singing, for instance, she “memorized each shiny rock, / the sand beneath her 
feet, / crayfish and minnows and tadpoles.” On succeeding days she does the 
same with her father and her Yayah (grandmother), promising herself that 
she will not forget.  

Shin-Chi’s Canoe by Nicola Campbell 
When they arrive at school, Shi-shi-etko reminds Shinchi, her six-year-old 
brother, that they can only use their English names and that they can't speak 
to each other. For Shinchi, life becomes an endless cycle of church mass, 
school, and work, punctuated by skimpy meals. He finds solace at the river, 
clutching a tiny cedar canoe, a gift from his father, and dreaming of the day 
when the salmon return to the river — a sign that it’s almost time to return 
home.  

When I was Eight by Christie Jordan-Fenton  

Olemaun is eight and knows a lot of things. But she does not know how to 
read. Ignoring her father’s warnings, she travels far from her Arctic home to 
the outsiders’ school to learn.  The nuns at the school call her Margaret. They 
cut off her long hair and force her to do menial chores, but she remains 
undaunted. Her tenacity draws the attention of a black-cloaked nun who tries 
to break her spirit at every turn. But the young girl is more determined than 
ever to learn how to read. 

Based on the true story of Margaret Pokiak-Fenton. 

Not My Girl by Christie Jordan-Fenton 

Two years ago, Margaret left her Arctic home for the outsiders’ school. Now she has returned 
and can barely contain her excitement as she rushes towards her waiting family—but her moth-
er stands still as a stone. This strange, skinny child, with her hair cropped short, can ’t be her 
daughter. “Not my girl!” she says angrily. 
Margaret’s years at school have changed her. Now ten years old, she has forgotten her lan-
guage and the skills to hunt and fish. She can’t even stomach her mother’s food. Her only com-
fort is in the books she learned to read at school. 
Gradually, Margaret relearns the words and ways of her people. With time, she earns her fa-
ther’s trust enough to be given a dogsled of her own. As her family watches with pride, Marga-
ret knows she has found her place once more. 
Based on the true story of Margaret Pokiak-Fenton, and complemented by evocative illustra-
tions, Not My Girl makes the original, award-winning memoir, A Stranger at Home, accessible to 
younger children. It is also a sequel to the picture book When I Was Eight. A poignant story of 
a determined young girl’s struggle to belong, it will both move and inspire readers everywhere. 
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Amik Loves School by Katherena Vermette 

 

Amik tells Moshoom about his wonderful school. Then his 
grandfather tells him about the residential school he went to, so 
different from Amik's school, so Amik has an idea... The Seven 
Teaching of the Anishinaabe -- love, wisdom, humility, courage, 
respect, honesty, and truth -- are revealed in these seven stories 
for children. Set in an urban landscape with Indigenous children 
as the central characters, these stories about home and family 
will look familiar to all young readers. 

I am Not a Number by Kay Dupuis and Kathy Kacer 
When eight-year-old Irene is removed from her First Nations family to live 
in a residential school she is confused, frightened, and terribly homesick. 
She tries to remember who she is and where she came from, despite the 
efforts of the nuns who are in charge at the school and who tell her that she 
is not to use her own name but instead use the number they have assigned to 
her. When she goes home for summer holidays, Irene's parents decide never 
to send her and her brothers away again. But where will they hide? And what 
will happen when her parents disobey the law? Based on the life of co-author 
Jenny Kay Dupuis’ grandmother, I Am Not a Number is a hugely necessary 
book that brings a terrible part of Canada’s history to light in a way that 
children can learn from and relate to. 

. 

These are My Words by Ruby Slipperjack 

12 Year old Violet Pesheens is struggling to adjust to her 
new life at residential school. She misses her Grandma; 
she has run-ins with Cree girls; at her "white" school, 
everyone just stares; and everything she brought has 
been taken from her, including her name-she is now just 
a number. But worst of all, she has a fear. A fear of for-
getting the things she treasures most: her Anishnabe lan-
guage; the names of those she knew before; and her tra-
ditional customs. A fear of forgetting who she was. 

Neekna and Chemai by Jeannette Armstrong  

This illustrated book is divided into four chapters, each focussing 
on one of the seasons in the life of the early Okanagan First Na-
tions people, the first inhabitants of the southern interior of Brit-
ish Columbia and northern Washington. Armstrong has created two 
young girls as the protagonists of her story. The adventures of the 
two friends, along with the observations of Neekna in this first 
person narration, shape the rather didactic text. A major charac-
ter and influence in the lives of the young girls is the elder, Tupa 
(great-grandparent) as she tells them stories and teaches lessons 
to become responsible and vital members of their community.  
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In Search of April Raintree by  Beatrice Colleton Mosionier 

 

The powerful and moving life stories of two Métis sisters who suffer the 
breakdown of their family relations and the injustices of the social services 
system. Ten critical essays accompany one of the best-known texts by a 
Canadian Aboriginal author  

Fatty Legs:  A True Story by Christy Jordan-

Fenton 

Margaret Pokiak-Fenton tells the story of her 
experiences as an eight-year-old Inuit girl in a church-

run school in Aklavik, Canada, where her strong will 
made her the target of a mean-spirited nun. 
 

As Long as the Rivers Flow by Larry Lowie 

Starting in the 1800s and continuing into the 20th century, First Nations children 
were forcibly taken to government-sponsored residential schools to erase their tradi-
tional languages and cultures. This moving book tells of one such child, author Larry 
Loyie, and his last summer with his Cree tribe. It is a time of learning and adventure. 
He cares for an abandoned baby owl, watches his grandmother make winter mocca-
sins, and sees her kill a huge grizzly with one shot. The sensitive text and Heather 
Holmlund's expressive illustrations beautifully capture the joy and drama of a First 
Nations family's last summer together.  

A Stranger at Home by Christy Jordan-Fenton 

Traveling to be reunited with her family in the arctic, 10-year-old Margaret 
Pokiak can hardly contain her excitement. It’s been two years since her parents 
delivered her to the school run by the dark-cloaked nuns and brothers. Coming 
ashore, Margaret spots her family, but her mother barely recognizes her, 
screaming, “Not my girl.” Margaret realizes she is now marked as an outsider. 
And Margaret is an outsider: she has forgotten the language and stories of her 
people, and she can’t even stomach the food her mother prepares. However, 
Margaret gradually relearns her language and her family’s way of living.   

My Name is Seepeetza by Shirley Sterling 
Her name was Seepeetza when she was at home with her family. But now 
that she's living at the Indian residential school her name is Martha Stone, 
and everything else about her life has changed as well. Told in the honest 
voice of a sixth grader, this is the story of a young Native girl forced to live 
in a world governed by strict nuns, arbitrary rules, and a policy against talk-
ing in her own dialect, even with her family. Seepeetza finds bright spots, 
but most of all she looks forward to summers and holidays at home. 
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 Good for Nothing by Michael Noel 
 

The year is 1959, and fifteen-year-old Nipishish returns to his reserve in northern 
Quebec after being kicked out of residential school, where the principal tells him 
he can look forward, like all Native Americans, to a life of drunkenness, prison, 
and despair. But despite his new freedom, the reserve offers little to a young Métis 
man. Both his parents are dead, his father Shipu, a respected leader, dying mysteri-
ously at a young age. When Nipishish is sent to a strange town to live with a white 
family and attend high school, he hopes for the new life the change promises.   

No Time to Say Goodbye: Children’s Stories of 
Kuper Island Residential School by Sylvia Olsen 
No Time to Say Goodbye is a fictional account of five children sent to 
aboriginal boarding school, based on the recollections of a number of 
Tsartlip First Nations people. These unforgettable children are taken by 
government agents from Tsartlip Day School to live at Kuper Island 
Residential School. The five are isolated on the small island and life 
becomes regimented by the strict school routine. They experience the pain of 
homesickness and confusion while trying to adjust to a world completely 
different from their own.   
 

They Called Me Number One by Bev Sellers 

 Like thousands of Aboriginal children in Canada, and elsewhere in the colonized world, 
Xatsu'll chief Bev Sellars spent part of her childhood as a student in a church-run 
residential school. 
 

In this frank and poignant memoir of her years at St. Joseph's Mission, Sellars breaks 
her silence about the residential school's lasting effects on her and her family"from 
substance abuse to suicide attempts"and eloquently articulates her own path to healing. 
Number One comes at a time of recognition"by governments and society at large"that 
only through knowing the truth about these past injustices can we begin to redress them.  
 

Sugar Falls:A Residential School Story by David Alexander Robertson 

BASED ON A TRUE STORY* A school assignment to interview a residential 
school survivor leads Daniel to Betsy, his friend's grandmother, who tells 
him her story. Abandoned as a young child, Betsy was soon adopted into a 
loving family. A few short years later, at the age of 8, everything changed. 
Betsy was taken away to a residential school. There she was forced to endure 
abuse and indignity, but Betsy recalled the words her father spoke to her at 
Sugar Falls ― words that gave her the resilience, strength, and determination 
to survive. Sugar Falls is based on the true story of Betty Ross, Elder from 
Cross Lake First Nation. We wish to achnowledge, with the utmost grati-
tude, Betty's generosity in sharing her story.  

Goodbye Buffalo Bay by Larry Loyie 

Goodbye Buffalo Bay is set during the author's teenaged years. In his last year in residen-
tial school, Lawrence learns the power of friendship and finds the courage to stand up for 
his beliefs. He returns home to find the traditional First Nations life he loved is over. He 
feels like a stranger to his family until his grandfather's gentle guidance helps him find his 
way. New adventures arise; Lawrence fights a terrifying forest fire, makes his first non-

Native friends, stands up for himself in the harsh conditions of a sawmill, meets his first 
sweetheart and fulfills his dream of living in the mountains. Wearing new ice skates 
bought with his hard-won wages, Lawrence discovers a sense of freedom and self-
esteem.Goodbye Buffalo Bay explores the themes of self-discovery, the importance of 
friendship, the difference between anger and assertiveness and the realization of youthful 
dreams.  
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Kokum’s Red Shoes by Peter Eyvindson 

 

Kookum’s Red Shoes is a moving and sensitive account of one woman’s 
Residential School experience. Kookum (grandmother) is now an elderly 
woman, but she remembers well how she was torn away from her family, her 
home and her dreams when she was a young girl.  
 

The story is told with the empathy, clarity and encouragement readers have 
come to expect from Peter Eyvindson, and illustrated with warmth and verve 
by illustrator Sheldon Dawson.  

Secret Path by Gord Downie and Jeff Lemire 

Secret Path is a ten song album by Gord Downie with a graphic novel by illustrator Jeff Lemire that tells 
the story of Chanie “Charlie” Wenjack, a twelve-year-old boy who died in flight from the Cecilia Jeffrey 
Indian Residential School fifty years ago. 
 

Chanie, misnamed Charlie by his teachers, was a young boy who died on October 22, 1966, walking the 
railroad tracks, trying to escape from the Cecilia Jeffrey Indian Residential School to return home. 
Chanie’s home was 400 miles away. He didn’t know that. He didn’t know where it was, nor how to find 
it, but, like so many kids—more than anyone will be able to imagine—he tried. 
 

Chanie’s story is Canada’s story. We are not the country we thought we were. History will be re-written. 
We are all accountable. Secret Pathacknowledges a dark part of Canada’s history—the long suppressed 
mistreatment of Indigenous children and families by the residential school system—with the hope of 
starting our country on a road to reconciliation. Every year as we remember Chanie Wenjack, the hope 
for Secret Path is that it educates all Canadians young and old on this omitted part of our history, urging 
our entire nation to play an active role in the preservation of Indigenous lives and culture in Canada.  

. 

Arctic Stories by Michael Kusugak 

Ten-year-old Agatha, an Inuit girl, is the reluctant 
heroine in this tapestry of Arctic tales set in the 
1950s. It includes the story of Agatha being sent 
away for school, “The nuns did not make very good 
mothers and the priests, who were called fathers, 
did not make very good fathers”. Each tale has its 
origins in Kusugak’s own childhood experiences.   

We Feel Good Out Here by Julie-Ann Andre  

Julie-Ann Andre is a Gwichya Gwich'in from Tsiigehtchic in the Northwest Territories. 
She is a Canadian Ranger, a mother of twin daughters, a hunter, a trapper, and a stu-
dent. 

In We Feel Good Out Here, Julie-Ann shares her family's story and the story of her land-

Khaii luk, the place of winter fish. As Julie-Ann says, "The land has a story to tell, if you 
know how to listen. When I travel, the land tells me where my ancestors have been. It 
tells me where the animals have come and gone, and it tells me what the weather may 
be like tomorrow." 

Her home is an important part of who Julie-Ann is. She wants to help make sure that her 
environment is healthy, so it can continue to tell its story to her children and their chil-
dren.  
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Indian Horse by Richard Wagamese 

Saul Indian Horse has hit bottom. His last binge almost killed him, and now he’s a reluctant resident in a 
treatment centre for alcoholics, surrounded by people he’s sure will never understand him. But Saul wants 
peace, and he grudgingly comes to see that he’ll find it only through telling his story. With him, readers 
embark on a journey back through the life he’s led as a northern Ojibway, with all its joys and sorrows. 
 

With compassion and insight, author Richard Wagamese traces through his fictional characters the decline 
of a culture and a cultural way. For Saul, taken forcibly from the land and his family when he’s sent to 
residential school, salvation comes for a while through his incredible gifts as a hockey player. But in the 
harsh realities of 1960s Canada, he battles obdurate racism and the spirit-destroying effects of cultural 
alienation and displacement. 
 

Indian Horse unfolds against the bleak loveliness of northern Ontario, all rock, marsh, bog and cedar. 
Wagamese writes with a spare beauty, penetrating the heart of a remarkable Ojibway man. Drawing on his 
great-grandfather’s mystical gift of vision, Saul Indian Horse comes to recognize the influence of 
everyday magic on his own life. In this wise and moving novel, Richard Wagamese shares that gift of 
magic with readers as well.  

Dreaming in Indian Edited by Lisa Charleyboy and Marybeth Leatherdale 

Truly universal in its themes, Dreaming In Indian will shatter commonly held stereotypes and 
challenge readers to rethink their own place in the world. Divided into four sections, ‘Roots,’ 
‘Battles,’ ‘Medicines,’ and ‘Dreamcatchers,’ this book offers readers a unique insight into a 
community often misunderstood and misrepresented by the mainstream media.  Emerging and 
established Native artists, including acclaimed author Joseph Boyden, renowned visual artist Bunky 
Echo Hawk, and stand-up comedian Ryan McMahon, contribute thoughtful and heartfelt pieces on 
their experiences growing up Indigenous, expressing them through such mediums as art, food, the 
written word, sport, dance, and fashion. Renowned chef Aaron Bear Robe, for example, explains 
how he introduces restaurant customers to his culture by reinventing traditional dishes. And in a 
dramatic photo spread, model Ashley Callingbull and photographer Thosh Collins reappropriate the 
trend of wearing ‘Native’ clothing. Whether addressing the effects of residential schools, calling out 
bullies through personal manifestos, or simply citing hopes for the future,Dreaming In Indian refuses 
to shy away from difficult topics. Insightful, thought-provoking, and beautifully honest, this book will 
to appeal to young adult readers. An innovative and captivating design enhances each contribution 

. 

 

Wenjack by Joseph Boyden 

An Ojibwe boy runs away from a North Ontario Indian School, not realiz-
ing just how far away home is. Along the way he's followed by Manitous, 
spirits of the forest who comment on his plight, cajoling, taunting, and 
ultimately offering him a type of comfort on his difficult journey back to 
the place he was so brutally removed from. 
 

Written by Scotiabank Giller Prize–winning author Joseph Boyden and 
beautifully illustrated by acclaimed artist Ken Monkman, Wenjack is a 
powerful and poignant look into the world of a residential school runaway 
trying to find his way home.  


