
Celebrations for March! 

Hello everyone, 

 

Spring Break is just around the 

corner.  Hang in! 

 

March 2022 – Days to Celebrate: 

 

Indigenous Education 

website:  We have started 

to develop the online 

learners area of the 

website.  We would really 

love to add photos of your art work, recipes, your favorite fishing area etc. Please forward 

them to Giselaine.ballantyne@sd71.bc.ca so we can add them to the website and show you what 

others in your indigenous online learners community are doing. 

 

Let’s celebrate our diversities in our art, our food, our customs, our teachings, and learn 

from each other.      

 

Gilakas’la,  

Your Indigenous Student Online Learning Support Team 

 





























 

  



Autumn Peltier 

 

 

 

 

See:  https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/autumn-peltier   



 

See:  https://monova.ca/innovating-on-the-north-shore-the-jolly-jumper/ 

……………………………………….. 

Olivia Poole (1889-1975) proves the old adage that “necessity is the mother of invention.” 

In the early 1950s, Olivia was a mother of seven young children, and at her wits end trying to keep the 
baby happily occupied. One day, she remembered something she had seen as a young girl growing up 
on the White Earth Indian Reservation in Minnesota. There, traditional cradle boards were suspended 
from tree branches by leather straps, letting babies bounce contentedly. 

Olivia rigged up her own contraption from fabric, and a soft-action coiled spring specially made for her 
by a blacksmith, and an axe handle for the spreader bar. She called it a Jolly Jumper. 

Olivia and her husband started manufacturing the Jolly Jumper after they moved to British Columbia in 
1942. Then, with her son Joseph, she obtained a patent for her invention in 1954, and started the Poole 
Manufacturing Co. Ltd. This Canadian invention is still being produced today in Mississauga, Ontario. 
Since it first came on the market, parents around the world have used the Jolly Jumper to quiet and 
entertain babies, providing parents with a much-needed moment of peace. 

See:  https://inventivekids.com/olivia-poole/ 

  



Indigenous Female Athletes  
 

 

https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/celebrate-21-indigenous-athletes-for-national-indigenous-
peoples-day  

 

Mary Spencer (1984-) Middleweight Boxer 
Cape Croker First Nation 
Mary Spencer is a three-time world champion and five-time Pan American champion. She 
competed in the sport’s debut In the London 2012 Olympic Games and finished tied for 
fifth in the middleweight category. Spencer obtained an endorsement deal with CoverGirl 
and the company donated more than $140,000 towards her training for the Olympics. She 
is an Indspire Award recipient in the sports category in 2014. 

 

Brigette Lacquette (1992-) Hockey  
Cote First Nation and Métis heritage 
Brigette became the first Indigenous athlete to compete on Canada’s women’s Olympic 
hockey team when she competed at PyeongChang 2018, taking home the Silver medal. 

 

Sharon Firth (1953-2013) and Shirley Firth (1953-) Cross-Country Skiing 
Gwich’in First Nation 
Sharon and Shirley Firth were among the first Indigenous athletes to represent Canada at 
the Olympics. They competed in four Olympic Games (Sapporo (1972), Innsbruck (1976), 
Lake Placid (1980), and Sarajevo (1984) and are the only female Canadian skiers to do so. 
They are both Members of the Order of Canada; they both received the Golden Jubilee 
(2002) and Diamond Jubilee (2012) Medals and were inducted into Canada's Sports Hall of 
Fame (2015). 

 



Waneek Horn-Miller (1975-) Water Polo  
Mohawk of Kahnawake 
Waneek Horn-Miller first rose to fame during the Oka Crisis (1990). She was fourteen at the 
time and while passing through a crowd, carrying her younger sister, she was stabbed by a 
soldier’s bayonet which narrowly missed her heart. In spite of that life-threatening injury, 
she did not give up training and went on to be a Gold medalist in water polo at 1999 Pan 
American Games and Co-captain of Canada’s first Olympic women’s water polo team 
(2000).  

“She was a key player on the water polo team at Carleton University, where she studied 
political science (graduating in 2000). The team won the Ontario University Athletics 
championship in 1994–95 and 1995–96, and Horn-Miller became the first woman at 
Carleton to be named Female Athlete of the Year three consecutive times (1994–97). She 
was also named to the junior and senior All-Star Canadian water polo teams from 1991 to 
1999. During this period, Horn-Miller competed at the North American Indigenous Games 
as well, winning 20 Gold medals between 1990 and 1997, including one in rifle 
shooting.” Waneek Horn-Miller 

 

Caroline Calvé (1978-) Olympic Alpine Snowboard 
Algonquin heritage 
Caroline Calve won Gold in the World Cup PGS (parallel giant slalom) event at Carezza, Italy 
- becoming the first female Canadian alpine snowboarder to win a World Cup. She won a 
Silver medal at the same event the following year. And the year after that, in 2014, she won 
her second World Cup event, parallel slalom, in Moscow. 

 

Andrea Alfred (1968-) Bodybuilding 
Kwakwaka'wakw  
Andrea Alfred started bodybuilding at 50 years of age, took first place in her very first 
competition, the Popeye Fall Classic, which qualified her for the Nationals and Pro/Am 
competitions.  

  



 

https://www.randstad.ca/workplace-insights/women-workplace/celebrating-trailblazing-indigenous-
women-canada/  

 

Kenojuak Ashevak (1927-2013) - celebrated Inuk artist 

Ashevak is one of Canada’s most celebrated Inuit artists, famous for her bold compositions that 
define the Cape Dorset style. She is well-known for her works in graphite, coloured pencils, 
watercolours, acrylics, and other materials. Her artworks are highly sought-after by museums and 
collectors, with many of her most famous works appearing in esteemed collections such as 
Canada’s National Gallery, the Metropolitan Museum of Arts, The Smithsonian, and the Art Gallery 
of Ontario. She was made an Officer of the Order of Canada in 1967 and promoted to a 
Companion in 1982.  She was also the first Inuk artist inducted into Canada’s walk of fame.  

Jaime Black - creator of The REDress Project highlighting missing and 
murdered Indigenous women and girls 

Jaime Black is a Metis artist best known for creating The REDress project, to bring attention to 
Canada’s missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls. First created in 2010, The REDress 
Project is an art installation that features red dresses hanging in various public spaces around 
Canada. According to Black, she chose the colour red after conversations with an Indigenous 
friend, who told her red is the only colour the spirits can see. She explained: "So it’s really a 
calling back of the spirits of these women and allowing them a chance to be among us and have 
their voices heard through their family members and community."  

Cindy Blackstock (1964-) - child welfare activist and academic 

Cindy Blackstock is a member of the Gitksan First Nation and has over 30 years of experience in 
social work. Her tireless dedication to child protection and Indigenous children’s rights shaped 
her career, from her role as the Executive Director of the First Nations Child and Family Caring 
Society, to publishing 75 articles related to First Nations child welfare and human rights. 
Blackstock’s most highly recognized work is a 9-year case about Canada's discriminatory funding 
of child welfare services. The case was heard before the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal in 
2016. They found that First Nations children were denied the same level and quality of service as 
children elsewhere in Canada. This moment marked a shift in Blackstock’s career, positioning her 
as a leader for Indigenous children’s rights, equality, and justice. This famous case is now the 



subject of a documentary film by Alanis Obomsawin. In 2016, We Can't Make the Same Mistake 
Twice premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival. 

Alanis Obomsawin (1932) - Abenaki activist, filmmaker, singer, and artist  

Alanis Obomsawin is a celebrated documentary film director, not only in Canada but across the 
world. A born performer, Obomsawin began her career as a professional singer and storyteller 
before joining the National Film Board in 1967. As a singer, she performed her repertoire of 
Aboriginal, English, and French songs in North America - on reserves, in schools and prisons, at 
music festivals and on television - and in Europe.  Her work as a filmmaker focuses on the lives 
and perspectives of Indigenous peoples in Canada and the challenges they face, amplifying voices 
that have often been excluded. Obomsawin has won multiple awards and recognitions including 
the Governor General’s Award in 1983, an Honorary Fellowship at the Ontario College of Art and 
Design in 1994, and was named a Companion of the Order of Canada in 2019.  

Mary Two-Axe Earley (1911 - 1996) - pioneering First Nations and women’s 
rights activist 

Mary Two-Axe Earley was a Mohawk and Oneida women’s rights activist from the Kahnawake 
reserve in Quebec. After losing her Indian status after marrying, she advocated for changes to 
the Indian Act. The act promoted gender discrimination and stripped First Nations women of their 
rights to participate in the culture of their home reserves after marrying those without status. In 
1967, she established the organization Equal Rights for Indian Women and contributed to the 
Royal Commission on the Status of Women. In 1985 the Canadian government passed Bill C-31 
to amend the Indian Act, in large part due to Mary’s work. The bill eliminated gender 
discrimination from the act and created a new process for allowing First Nations women to have 
their Indian status reinstated. Mary became the first woman to have her status reinstated. 

Jean Cuthand Goodwill (1928- 1997) - first Indigenous woman to complete 
a nursing program in Saskatchewan 

Jean Cuthand Goodwill was a Cree nurse, who, in 1954, became the first woman to complete a 
nursing program in Saskatchewan. She was born and raised in the Little Pine First Nation. As an 
adolescent, she contracted Tuberculosis and spent 3 years in a sanatorium. The experience 
influenced her decision to pursue nursing. Following her graduation, she worked with the Indian 
and Northern Health Services and La Ronge nursing station, often attending emergencies in 
remote Northern locations by bush plane or dog sled team. In 1974, she founded the Inuit Nurses 
of Canada (now known as the Canadian Indigenous Nurses Association) and in 1981 was 
appointed as a special advisor to Canada’s Minister of National Health and Welfare, and later the 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development. She was an active advocate for 
Indigenous health, joining the Board of Directors for the Canadian Public Health Association as 
well as being a founding member of the Aboriginal Women’s Association of Canada. 

Jas M. Morgan - boundary-pushing Two-Spirit Indigenous writer and editor 

Jas M. Morgan is a Cree-Metis-Saulteaux writer and editor. They were the Editor-at-Large for 
'Canadian Art' and published their first book, nîtisânak, in 2018. The book won prestigious awards 



including the 2019 Dayne Ogilvie Prize and a 2019 Quebec Writers’ Federation first book prize. 
Morgan is also a founder of gijiit, a collective that focuses on community-engaged Indigenous 
art, gatherings, and research around the themes of gender and sexuality. 

Autumn Peltier (2004-) - Anishinaabe activist and clean water advocate 

17-year-old Autumn Peltier is an advocate for clean water in First Nations communities in Canada 
and across the world. Her activism focuses on the importance, sacredness, and accessibility of 
clean water. As a leading global youth environmental activist, Peltier was appointed Chief Water 
Commissioner by the Anishinabek Nation and has spoken about Canada’s water contamination 
issue at the United Nations. She was nominated for the International Children’s Peace Prize for 
three years in a row, in 2017, 2018, and 2019 and was recognized as a “Science Defender” by 
the Union of Concerned Scientists in 2019. 

Buffy Sainte-Marie (1941-) - Indigenous singer-songwriter and musician 

Buffy Sainte-Marie is a renowned Indigenous Canadian singer and songwriter, famous for her 
lyrical exploration of love, war, religion, and mysticism. She has numerous hits under her belt, 
including ‘Universal Soldier,’ ‘Cod’ine’, ‘Until It’s Time for You to Go’ and ‘Now That the Buffalo’s 
Gone.’ Her songs have been covered by popular artists including Barbara Streisand, Roberta Flack, 
Janis Joplin, Elvis Prestley, Neil Diamond, and Joe Cocker, among many others. In 1983, she 
became the first Indigenous person to win an Oscar for her song ‘Up Where We Belong’ written 
for the film 'An Officer and a Gentleman'. 

Sheila Watt-Cloutier (1953-) - Inuk Canadian activist  

Sheila Watt-Cloutier has served as a political representative for Inuit Peoples on a variety of 
topics. She’s worked tirelessly on social and environmental issues that affect Inuit communities, 
such as pollution and global warming. In 2005 she turned her attention to the issue of climate 
change in the Arctic. Following a report from the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment, she posited 
that Inuit hunting may not survive the loss of sea ice and other changes projected in the coming 
decades. In December 2005, she, along with 62 Inuit Hunters and Elders across Canada, launched 
the world’s first international legal action on climate change. They claimed that the unchecked 
emissions of greenhouse gases in the U.S. violated Inuit cultural and environmental human rights 
guaranteed by the 1948 American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man. 




























