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PREFACE

Yo weeksuigly name is Gord Hill. | currently live in the Downtown Eastside

of Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada (occupied Coast Saligrritory).
From the Kwakwakaswakw nation, with Tlingit and Scottish ancestry, my
family lineage includes the Hunt and Scow families. | have lived on reserves
and in cities, small towns, and isolated mountain camps, and have been in-
volved in Indigenous and other social movements since 1988, participating
in many protests, occupations, and blockades. | am an artist, writer, and
carver. Above all, | consider myself a warrior,one who defends his people
and territory.

In order to understand the world we live in today, it is vital to know our
history. Unfortunately, the history we are taught through the educational
system and corporate entertainment industry is false, particularly its depic-
tion of European colonization as inevitable (or even justi“ed) and Indig-
enous peoples as helpless victims (or even willing participants). The story
of our ancestorse resistance is minimized, at best, or erased entirely. This
strategy has been used to impose capitalist ideology on people, to pacify
them, and to portray their struggle as doomed to failure.

Over 500 years ago, various European powers began the invasion,
occupation, and colonization of the Americas, setting in motion a process
of genocide and destruction that continues to this day. Indigenous nations
suffered drastic reductions in population, as much as ninety percent in most
cases, the result of European warfare and disease. When the Americas were
being invaded and colonized, Europe was in the grip of great economic and
social upheavals, suffering widespread poverty, resource depletion, disease,
and war. The invasion of the Americas revived a dying Europe, infusing it
with new agricultural goods and resources such as gold and silver, as well
as relieving its excess population through settlements in the *New World.Z

Today, the global economic and cultural dominance of Europe and its
settler colonies, such as Canada and the US, is the result of this history of
colonialism. Another indisputable consequence is the fact that throughout



the world, Native peoples suffer the highest rates of poverty, suicide, home-
lessness, violent death, drug and alcohol addiction, disease, imprisonment,
and dislocation. This is true whether one looks at Indigenous peoples in
Chile, Canada, or Australia.

Yet our history also shows that our ancestors fought and in"icted many
defeats upon European colonial forces. In some regions of the Americas,
it took hundreds of years before European control was established. Even
today, colonial states face ongoing Indigenous resistance. This legacy of
resistance can inspire our people to continue to defend their territories and
communities against ongoing colonial aggression.

The purpose of The 500 Years of Resistance ComidBimotaise the levels
of historical understanding and warrior spirit among Indigenous peoples
and others. When we know and understand this history of oppression, we
will be better able to “ght the system it has created. Without a “ghting
spirit, we will have no will to resist (or even survive).

The strength of the comic book is that it uses minimal text with graphic
art to tell the story. This format is useful in reaching children, youth, and
adults who have a hard time reading books or lengthy articles. We use many
diverse methods of communication,including newsletters, books, videos,
music, posters, stickers, paintings, banners, and T-shirts,because no sin-
gle one will be successful by itself.

| am grateful to the good people at Arsenal Pulp Press for this opportu-
nity to share my art and writing with a broader public. | would also like to
thank Dave Cunningham and Allan Antliff for pursuing efforts to get the
comic published, and Ward Churchill for his valuable introduction.

| dedicate this comic to all Indigenous peoples, to our ancestors, and the
future generations.

Long Live the Warrior!
Gilakasela

Gord Hill, Kwakwakaswakw
February 2010



REFLECTIONS ON GORD HILLS 500 YEARS
AND THE NATURE OF INDIGENOUS RESISTANCE

Ward Churchill

I may as well admit, “rst of all, that | received the invitation to write an
introduction to Gord Hillss scomic bookZ with a considerable degree of
skepticism. Knowing his work in other connections, however, it seemed the
least | could do was agree to have a look rather than simply dismissing the
idea out of hand. Perhaps the result serves as proof of the old adage about
never being too old to learn, but lem certainly glad | did so, because his
500 Yearsof Resistanderned out to be a revelation. Before | was halfway
through, Ied come to the realization that it would be a privilege...... indeed, an
honor...... to introduce this remarkable piece of work, the sophistication and
communicative effectiveness of which has transformed my appreciation for
the graphic approach to history.

The question then became how to go about it. After all, itss not like leve
had a lot of experience with the medium at hand. Nonetheless, after some
re”ecting on the matter, | concluded that the answer was obvious enough.
lsve always sought to heed the counsel of Muscogee elder Philip Deere
never to try to be someone...... or sonirgg...... youere not, but instead to al-
ways strive to be the very best of who you are. What follows is expressed
in the voice lsve long since found to be my own, with no attempt made to
blend my idiom with Gordss. His voice is his, mine is mine, as it should and
ultimately must be if either of our voices is to be of value, even to ourselves.

In the end, it seems to me that our distinctly different stylistic ap-
proaches to conveying information tend to be mutually reinforcing, each
in a certain sense completing the other to produce something more nearly
resembling a whole, far stronger together than either could hope to be on
its own, so much so that lsve come to suspect that Gord foresaw precisely
this result. A better illustration of the fundamental truth of Sitting Bullss
famous nineteenth-century observation that it is sunnecessary for crows to



be eaglesZ and vice versa, which also makes it possible for non-Indians to
fully understand and act upon this truth, is difcult to imagine. Herein lies
the key to genuine respect between people, and between peoples as well.

As is customary, | will proceed by telling a story...... a couple of stories,
actually...... although the manner in which | recount them by no means ad-
heres to the form in which such things are customarily done in traditional
settings. The reasons for this go back to the nature of Philipes advice to me
all those years ago, and, in any case, the setting in which theyere being told
is anything but traditional. That said, however, their purpose is the same:
To clarify, sometimes in a seemingly oblique fashion, the broader matter(s)
before us.

Yellow Thunder
Back in the early 1980s, | was a participant in Dako&mes (American In-
dian Movement) sustained occupation of Wincanyan Zi Tiospaye (the Yel-
low Thunder Community), an 880-acre parcel of land in the Black Hills,
about a dozen miles outside of Rapid City, South Dakota. The occupation
was seen at the time as a “rst step in physically reclaiming the Hills, or the
He Sapa (or Paha Sapa), as they are known to the Lakota, which were seized
in 1877 by the United States in direct violation of the 1868 Fort Laramie
Treaty. The stakes involved were exceedingly high.

For the Lakota, the Yellow Thunder occupation,named in memory
of Raymond Yellow Thunder, a *Pine Ridge SiouxZ (Oglala Lakota) man
whose grisly torture/murder for the amusement of local whites in Gor-
don, Nebraska, galvanized regional Indian resistance in 1972, re"ected a
collective will to free themselves from such dehumanization and the sub-
jugation to which theyed been forcibly reduced by the US during the late-
nineteenth century.

To this end, the Lakotass unabashedly expressed goal, as manifested
through the actions of Dakotaaim, were to recover, in its entirety, the He
Sapa, sacred heartland of their traditional territory, thereby enforcing their



treaty rights as a sovereign co-equal of the US and restoring themselves to a
genuinely self-determining status, resulting in a renewed sense of personal
dignity and self-esteem invariably attendant to decolonization and national
liberation.

By contrast, the US interest in the Black Hills was “rst and foremost
an economic one. The Hills themselves encompassed what were and still
are believed to be among the most mineral-rich area on earth. By 1980,
the Homestake Mining Corporation alone was estimated to have extracted
more than $14 billion (US) in gold from a single vein near the town of
Deadwood. Rich deposits of uranium, molybdenum, and other strategic
metals had also been discovered, and plans were afoot to exploit them. In
addition, the Hillse stunning natural beauty had spawned a lucrative and
rapidly-growing tourist industry.

There were and are signi“cant military interests as well. One of the
Strategic Air Commandes major bases, Ellsworth, was situated just outside
Rapid City. Dense-pack missile silos have also been so heavily concentrated
in the region that it was a standing joke amongim members that, when it
regained control over the 1868 Treaty Territory, the Lakota Nation would
automatically become the worldss third ranking nuclear power (behind the
US, which wouldeve still ranked “rst, and the Soviet Union; Britain, France,
China, and Israel would have lagged far behind, while India and Pakistan
were not yet really in the game).

At another level, it was and remains imperative for the US to main-
tain the doctrinal pretense that it enjoys the elegal rightZ to unilaterally
exempt itself from inconvenient provisions in still-binding treaties, assert
jurisdiction over the other nations party to such treaties, make disposition
of their lands and other resources, reshape their governments, and disperse
their populations at its pleasure. Should any one of the 500-odd Indigenous
nations within the continental United States manage to accomplish what
the Lakota were attempting, the precedent could very well result in an un-
raveling of the whole intricate web of legal mythology woven by the judi-
ciary to lend the structure of US internal colonialism a facade of legitimacy.



Materially, the implications are staggering. In its 1979 “nal report, the
federal governmentss Indian Claims Commission conceded that after three
decades of intensive effort it had been unable to identifgny legal basis
upon which the US could claim title to roughly a third of the area compris-
ing the forty-eight coterminous states. In effect, the federal government
admitted that many of Americass Indigenous nations have never ceded, sold,
or otherwise lawfully relinquished their lands and still hold legal title to
them. The US occupation of these territories is therefore illegal in very
much the same sense as Irages 1990...91 occupation of Kuwait or Israels
ongoing occupation of the West Bank.

At the very least, the Yellow Thunder initiative stood to put all of this in
play, clouding title not only to vast chunks of the sAmerican homeland,Z but
to crucial sectors of the US «domestic economyZ as well, seriously impair-
ing the ef‘ciency of elite planning. The reclamation of these lands would
result not only in a substantive recon“guration of the relations between the
US and the Indigenous nations upon whose lands and with whose resources
it has constructed and maintained itself, but within the North American
settler polity itself and, as a consequence, between the US and the rest of
the world.

The vision was undeniably expansive, and its actualization no doubt
far beyond anything reasonably within the reach of the few dozen Natives
bent upon pursuing it in the face of all odds, but that was how we saw it at
the moment. This smomentZ was sustained through four years of continu-
ous occupation, through the frozen depths of multiple winters with little
more than the canvas walls of tents and tipis to cut the force of South Da-
kotaes eternally-driving winds and to defend us against the early sniping
of local racists...... looking back, it seems a wonder that only one of them, a
camou”age-clad thug named Clarence Tollefson, was killed...... and the con-
stant threat of air assaults by federailvat units. The moment was further
sustained in jail cells and through seemingly endless rounds of judicial pro-
ceedings.

Eventually, the occupation ended, not because the government was
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ever able to force us from the land...... actually, by refusing to back down,
weed been able to wring an unprecedented decision by a federal district
court that we had every right to remain there...... but through a revealing sort
of dissipation. As time wore on, key individuals were increasingly siphoned
off to do the international workZ of seeking formal recognition of Lakota
sovereignty from Third World governments and to facilitate codi“cation

of Indigenous rights international law through the United Nations. While
neither of these efforts ultimately panned out, they ultimately overstretched
Dakota aimes capacity to retain focus and cohesion.

The problem was greatly ampli“ed when, beginning in 1984, a dispute
arose among North American Native dissidents of various denominations
over whether the self-determining rights of Indigenous nations are actually
inherent, or if they are something more ssituationalZ or scontingent.Z In
other words, do such rights prevail only when a usurping settler state em-
braces capitalism? Are they in some sense quali“ed or invalidated altogeth-
er by the fact that the usurping state purports to be socialist or communist?

Such questions were a result of a drive by Nicaraguass revolutionary
Sandinista government to incorporate the countryss Indigenous peoples
into its unitary structure, thus subsuming those peoplese resistance. By and
large, North Americass settler Left responded by supporting the Sandinistas
while vociferously denouncing the Indians as scontrasZ (a slur that even
hardline Sandinista Interior Minister Témas Borgé rejected as a gross over-
simpli“cation). In short order, we found ourselves confronted by people
whoed previously claimed to be among our staunchest allies with the ab-
surd...... but nonetheless repeatedly articulated...... proposition that ethe suc-
cess of the revolution is more important to securing Indian rights than the
Indians themselves.Z

It was in some ways as if a switch had been thrown. One day we were
receiving what seemed to be solid support, the next...... since we remained
unequivocal in asserting, as we always had, that Indigenous rights are un-
changed by the ideological complexion of our colonizers...... the opposite
was true. The donations needed to fund the logistical requirements of a
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protracted occupation dried up almost immediately, while organizational
commitments to underwriting portions of our legal offensive were mysteri-
ously withdrawn. Whereat “rst weed been acclaimed for mounting one of
the most concrete domestic challenges to US power, now we were suddenly
branded as *CIA agents.Z

To describe the abruptness of the shift as disconcerting would be a radi-
cal understatement. The extent to which weed misjudged the solidarity or
reliability of our efriendsZ had a profoundly disquieting effect on many
of us, compelling our mutual recognition of the need to step back, think
through what had happened, identify and correct our more fundamental
mistakes, and, as a result, devise new approaches to accomplishing what
weed set out to do. This represented neither failure nor defeat, but instead
a stock-taking of lessons learned.

While it is an unfortunate reality that a few individuals identi“ed with
aim seized upon the period of turmoil during the mid-+80s as an oppor-
tunity to cash in, demanding substantial fees to publicly align themselves
with assorted leftist parties,some later resorting to the incorporation of
their own «aimZ franchises in order to collect governmental/corporate sub-
sidies,,none of them played an active role in Yellow Thunder. As for those
of us who did, it should by now be clear that we believed not only in what
we were doing, but in the principles that led us to do it. And, without excep-
tion, so far as | know, we still do.

Nowhere is this more apparent than among the Lakota people, whose
charge Dakotaaim accepted in undertaking the occupation. They have,
among other things, engaged in the longest continuous legal battle to re-
cover stolen land of any Native people. Stripped of some ninety percent of
their treaty territory by the end of the nineteenth century, the Lakota “led
the “rst briefs asserting their right to recover the He Sapa in 1923, and,
generation after generation, with undeviating insistence, theyeve pursued
that goal through the maze of US judicial obfuscation ever since.
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In 1975, the Lakota were “nally able to force the federal governmentes
Indian Claims Commission to admit that the entire region had been ille-
gally taken from them, at which point they were awarded what the govern-
ment estimated to have been the cash value of the land at the time it was
taken...... $17.5 million for roughly 134 million acres...... as ejust compensa-
tionZ for their loss. The US government appealed, but the Supreme Court
upheld the decision. However, the Lakota emphatically came to the con-
clusion that sthe Black Hills are not for sale.Z Apparently stunned by the
refusal of a monetary settlement from a people generally considered to be
one of the most impoverished on the continent, the Supreme Court took
the matter under advisement.Z

Five years later, having decided to up the ante dramatically, the high
court weighed in with a «“nal offerZ of $122.5 million, an amount com-
puted by adding a centuryes worth of simple interest to the ealready estab-
lishedZ principle amount. When the Lakota position remained unchanged,
the astonished justices ordered that the full amount be placed in an interest-
bearing escrow account, available to the Lakota whenever they wished to
eresolve the questionZ by withdrawing the money and pronouncing the is-
sue esettled.Z The Yellow Thunder occupation began a few months later.

By now, the amount in the Black Hills settlement account is said to have
grown to something over $500 million. To my knowledge, although their
destitution remains every bit as dire today as thirty years ago, no Lakota
has ever sought to withdraw so much as a penny of these funds. In their
view, the Black Hills are no more for sale now than they were in 1975, orin
1877, when the great Oglala resistance leader, Crazy Horse, observed that
«one does not sell the land upon which the people walk.Z As it has been,
so it remains, and so it will be until the unrelinquished rights of the people
are once again respected. The Yellow Thunder occupation was important
in laying the groundwork for one aspect of how this will be accomplished,
but the perseverance of the people themselves provides the bedrock upon
which all future actions are based.
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Noble Red Man

Throughout the Yellow Thunder occupation, those of us at the Hills main-
tained a continuous interaction with the Oglala Lakota living on the near-
by Pine Ridge reservation, especially such elders as the traditional Oglala
headman and spiritual leader (Frank) Fools Crow and his assistant Mathew
King, whoed been instrumental in guiding the actions of Dakotaim since
the period leading up to the 1973 siege at Wounded Knee. While each of
them was endowed with a highly-re“ned bitterness of wit, Mathew in par-
ticular was gifted with a natural "air for satire, wielding it like a surgeonss
scalpel to de’ate balloonfuls of Euro-supremacist presumption. When
signing of“cial documents, for instance, he refused to inscribe anything
other than *Noble Red Man,Z telling anyone foolish enough to wonder that
this was the spen nameZ assigned him by a multitude of his self-anointed
Great White Fathers.Z

Whenever we were on the reservation, those of us from Yellow Thun-
der stopped off as a matter of course at the homes of whichever elders we
were nearest...... Pine Ridge is a big place, so geography largely dictated who
was visited on a given day...... to perform whatever chores needed doing. One
afternoon in late July 1982, several of us dropped in on Mathew on our way
back to thetiospayéencampment) from a meeting with some young people
in the reservation town of Kyle and, after fetching water for his horses and
some other odds and ends, joined him under his arbor for the time-honored
social ritual of sharing coffee, cigarettes, and conversation.

At “rst, as we sat around swapping jokes and indulging in what amount-
ed to theaimequivalent of gossip, there was little to distinguish thaccasion
from any number of others spent relaxing in the shade of the same or similar
arbors, less still that it would mark itself indelibly upon my memory. Then
Mathew cleared his throat, indicating that there was something serious he
wished to say. He began by informing us that while he didnst question......
in fact, admired...... our courage, we caused him great sadness. This was, he
said, because it was clear to him that no matter how “ercely we fought, and
no matter how long and hard we struggled, no matter how much pain we
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were willing to endure, weed been beaten before we started. Worst of all,
he summed up, was that weed, to all intents and purposes, beaten ourselves.

Having thus captured our undivided attention, as he knew he would,
Mathew went on to explain why this was so, framing the problem with a
clarity and straightforward elegance that, to the best of my ability, is recon-
structed here.

Anybody can see that youere “lled with anger. Your anger

is from the heart, and theress every reason for it, So youere
right to be angry. Anybody who sees whates happening to our
people should be angry about it. Its good that you feel the
“re of anger burning in your bellies because thatess what gives
you the strength to do what youere doing, and what yousre
doing has to be done if the suffering of the people is ever
going to end.But anger, no matter how natural and neces-
sary, is never enough. Ites true that itss made you into “ghters
and that “ghters are needed, but you must always remember
what youere “ghting for, not just what youere “ghting against
You understand that changes have to be made in the way
things are...... thates why youeve chosen to “ght...... but ites just
as important to know whatkind of changes youere trying to
bring about.

Thates where youere lost. You know pretty well what it is
that youere trying to get away from, or at least you think you
do, but youeve really got no idea where youere trying to go,
or how to get there. And thates why youere bound to lose.

The old man sat quietly for a few moments, allowing time for what had
been said to settle in before returning his theme.

Think of it as a journey. You want to go somewhere. To get
there, you canet just head off. You have to ride in a particu-
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lar direction. But, in order to know what that direction is,

you have to know where you are when you set out. And you
have to know where you are all along the way if youere going
to be sure you havenst drifted off course. Otherwise, you
might just ride forever and never get where you want to go.
Chances are, youell end up riding around in circles.

People ask me, *King, whatss the best way to know where

you are?Z They expect me to tell them something about

how the Lakota could always tell by the sun and the stars.

And ites true that we know how to guide ourselves that way.

But sometimes ites cloudy and you canet see the sun or the
stars. So thates not the best way. What you do...... and you boys
know this as well as | do...... you pass a landmark...... a bluff, a
big tree, something that sticks up...... and then when youere
out there moving across these plains, every once in a while
you look back over your shoulder to see where you are in
relation to that point. Thates the best way to make sure you
never get lost. Often, ites theonlyway. So you see, to know

how to get to where you want to go, you have to “rst know
where you are, and to know where you are, you always have
to know where youeve been. You canet do without all three of
those pieces. If youere missing any one of them, youere going
to be lost.

He sat back again, lit a cigarette while studying our faces, then resumed.

There are different kinds of journeys, and you boys have set

out on one. Youeve got yourselves a big problem, though.

You donet know where it is youere trying to go...... not really,
because *someplace elseZ isnst much of a destination...... SO you
donet quite know which direction to take to get there. And
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thates because youere not all that clear about where you are.
Oh, you know for sure that itss someplace you donet like, but
if | asked you to tell me why that is, you couldnst even do
that very well.

The reason all those things are true is because you donst
know where yousve been. What lem saying is that, other
than little dribs and drabs, maybe, you donet know your
history. You donet really know where youere coming from.

So you donet know how things were or how they got to be

the way they are. That means you canet truly understand

the situation youere in, not even the real nature of who and
what you think youere “ghting against. Since you donet really
know your enemy, you canst see what must be done to defeat
him or heal the pain hess caused.

Youere good boys. You mean well, and you “ght hard.

But if you donet know your history, youere bound to just
keep heading off in the wrong direction or riding around
and around in circles. If you donst know your history, youell
always be beat before you start.

| later came across someone, by my recollection it was Michel Foucault,
who managed to offer pretty much the same insights in about 30,000
words. There have been others, but Mathew King, the Noble Red Man,
said it best. His words sparked such an epiphany in me that lsve been deeply
immersed in the learning of history ever since. It is a process which has
involved not merely the absorption of information, but the exposure of
an elaborate matrix of lies with which the triumphalist narratives of main-
stream historiography have been assembled, thus countering the false con-
sciousness thereby engendered with interpretations of the record that hew
far closer to the reality of what has transpired since the predatores arrival on
American shores in 1492.

In doing so, leve sought to comply with Philip Deeress enjoinders to
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always call things by their right names...... for example, genocide is genocide;
it is notand never was eethnocideZ or ethnic cleansingZ or whatever eu-
phemism the perpetrators and their descendant bene“ciaries may select to
mask or mitigate the nature of the crime...... and never to compromise the
truth as | understand it (as one of my critics recently observed, *He doesnst
censor himself, at allZ). The validity of my approach, gleaned as it was
from Mathew King, Philip Deere, and others of their caliber, can reason-
ably be measured in the magnitude of the outrage and denial my reliance
upon it has generated among sresponsibleZ academics of all "avors, mani-
fested most notably in the sheer determination of their effort to discredit
my work over the past “ve years.

| take immense pride in having been, and still being, the focus of such
repressive animus, secure in the knowledge that to have been deemed wor-
thy of it | must have gotten too many things right and communicated them
too effectively. In the process, Isve become a far more capable “ghter than
| was in 1982, and, hopefully, have helped others to become such as well.
In this regard, my hopes are in no sense reserved for Native people. While
leve always spoken from an explicitly Native standpoint, what Isve had to
say has always been framed in a manner intended to resonate with and be of
utility to not only Native people, but those of African, Asian, and European
heritage as well.

To some extent, the breadth of the audience Ilsve sought and seek to
address arises from my personal background, given that lsm of European
as well as American Indian ancestry,and most likely a dash of African as
well,married to a Eurasian woman, and the adoptive father of a young
woman embodying an admixture of all four racial strains. More signi“-
cantly, however, the breadth of my focus has resulted from an admonition
from Philip, echoed by Vine Deloria and others along the way, to always
remember that these others are, if anything, even more confused than we,
even more in need of learning the actualities of their histories on this land
and thus the true nature of our mutual present.

It is no less important that they be enabled to arrive at this clarity than
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that it be attained by our own youth and future generations. They, no less
than we, are not only here, but will remain so. Whatever is to be done,
we must ultimately do it together, not as interchangeable elements within
some purportedly homogeneous social mass, but from our respective sta-
tions within a polyverse of autochthonous societies continuously interact-
ing on the basis of common need and mutual respect. This requires that the
truth of our interactive history be known and acted upon by all who profess
a desire for a future better than our collective past. Only thus can the trajec-
tory connecting where we were to where we are be altered in a manner that
takes us where we want and need to go.

500 Years of Resistance
All of which takes me back to Gord Hill and the work of history he offers
in this book. If it seems that Isve devoted too much of the space earmarked
for the introduction of hismaterial to recounting certain of my own experi-
ences and explaining why my own work has assumed the form that it has,
it is because | can imagine no better means by which to at once reveal the
context within which | see his500 Years of Resistamasetaking its rightful
place and the reasons why | believe this to be cause for celebration.
Despite our obvious differences, not only culturally but in terms of age
and expressive media, our work is, to my mind, complementary. Another
and perhaps more useful descriptor would be scon”uent.Z We seek to con-
nect the same historical dots, he and I, thereby demonstrating how the atti-
tudes and behaviors displayed by US troops on the Great Plains during the
1870s link up directly with those of Spaines conquistadors 350 years earlier,
for example, and how the unity of these historical actualities is ongoing in
the hemispheress proliferation of Euro-derivative settler states.
Concomitantly, we share the objective of laying bare the linkages be-
tween, say, the Mapuche resistance to colonization and genocide in Chile
during the sixteenth century and that manifested in the upper Sonora desert
during the 1680 Pueblo Revolt and, subsequently, in the protracted guer-
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rilla warfare waged by the Chiricahua and other Apache peoples, as well
as other early Indigenous struggles with those @aim at Wounded Knee

in 1973 (and during the Yellow Thunder occupation), the Mohawk War-
riors at Oka, the Zapatistas in Chiapas, the Warriors defending Secwepmac
rights at Tsepeten in 1995, and so on.

As | suggest above, Gord has perfected a method of combining graphic
and written narrative that allows him to present a sweeping view of history,
not only with impeccable accuracy, but very concisely and with extraordi-
nary impact. This lends his material an equally extraordinary accessibility,
thereby making «the Big PictureZ available,yes, the purwasintended,to
anyonewilling and physically able to look at it. My own approach to the
same subject matter inherently precludes my work from attaining anything
resembling the same reach. (On the other hand, his method precludes the
inclusion of considerable detail.)

Hence, in the spirit of synthesizing the sthe best of both worldsZ,the
pun was again intended, although this time on multiple levels,lsve decided
to wrap up my contribution to Gordes book with an extensive, though by
no means exhaustive, list of recommended readings. Notwithstanding my
lengthy stint as a professor, this implieso expectation on my part, and
surely not on Gordss, that anyone engaging00 Years of Resistangi,or
even should,set themselves the goal of plowing through everything on the
list. Rather, it is offered as a guide for readers wishing to further explore
particular points he or | have touched upon if they wish to “nd more in-
depth information.
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ON OCTOBER 12, 1492,

THREE SPANISH SHIPS
CHRISTOPHER CoLUMBUS ARRIVED

IN THE AMERICAS, Hiz MIssioN WA3 TO MAP A
TRANS-ATLANTIC ROUTE To ASIA; HE HAD NO IDEA THE 'AMERICAS' EXISTED...

—
UNDER TH

foLuMBUS LANDED
IN THE CARIBBEAN,
NEAR PUERTO RICO,

INSTEAD OF ASIA,

BELIEVING HE WAS NEAR THE INDIAN
OCEAN, CoLUMBUS NAMED THE REGION
THE '"WEST |NDIES, IT> PEOPLE 'INDIANS',

THE FIRST INOIANS' HE MET WERE TAINOS,
WHO GREETED THE SHIPS AS GUESTS.

HE MADE NOTE OF THEIR GENEROSITY
| (As weLL A5 THEIR USE OF GOwD...).

THE CHRISTIAN EMPIRE

CoLuMBUS SAW THIs As WEAKNEss, THE
TAINO A5 STUPID CHILDREN wWiTHOUT A
CULTURE, FIT 7o BE CONQUERED,
ENSLAVED. AND CHRISTIANIZED. ..

.
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T0 THis END HE ERECTED CROSSES ON THE

ISLANDS WHERE HE LANDED, CLAIMING
THEM FOR THE 3SPANISH CRowWN AND
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BUuT THIS FIR3T VOYAGE wWA3 JTUusT A RECON,
THE FIRST COLONY ~ LA NAVIDAD ~ WAS

PLANKS FRom THE WRECK WERE USED To
BuiLD THE FORT, oN THE (SLAND OF

HISPANIOLA (Now HAITI/DoMINICAN REPUBLIC),

D

= y— —
IN TANUARY 1493, COLUMBUS RETURNED To
SPAIN, LEAVING HO MEN AT LA NAVIDAD
|W!TH ORDERs To COLLECT GOWD...

IN THE FALL OF 1493, CoLumBus RETURNED
WITH AN
AND

INVASION FORCE OF 17 SHIPS
1,500 CoLoNISTs + SO0LDIERS...

T

T

HE FOUND LA NAVIDAD DESTROYED AFTER THE
TAINO RETALIATED AGAINST RAPES AND
MURDERS CARRIED ouT 8Y THE SPANIARDS,
AGAINST EUROPEAN WEAPONS (CANNONS, MUSKETS, CROss-BOWS,
AND SWORDS), ARMOUR, HORSES,+ DOGS, INDIGENOUS WARRIORS
WERE POORLY EQUIPPED, ARMED MosTLY wiITH C£LUBS AND SPEARS.
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A3 PART OF His CoOMMIsgiON, Now A REIGN OF TERROR AND
ga;.:;_msu; \-.;__As MADE DEATH WoutLD BE UNLEASHED,
OVERNOR OF THE COLONY... EVERY NATIVE OVER 14 wAS

FORCED To sSuPPLY GoLD:
— @ THOSE WHO FAILED HAD THEIR
//,:r\ N 2% = HANDS AND NOSES CUuT OFF...
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ME A pDAILY ROUTINE *
FOR SETLERS + SOLDIERS. FrRom 1492 To 1514 (20 YeARs) THE TAI
ENTIRE VILLAGES WERE " | 0RoPPED FROM 8 MmiLLION To TusT 28,000,
ENSLAVED, o”R MASSACRED. T e
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DESTROYED AnNY POTENTIAL FOR RESISTANCE,
WERE EUROPEAN DISEASES, WHICH
CAUSED THE DEATHS OF MILLIONS OF
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
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DESPITE FORCED LABOUR + EXPORTING
SLAVES, THE CoLoNY FAILED To MAKE A
PROFIT; SETLERS BEGAN TO REVOLT...

s Fa
IN 1500, CoLumBuUS WA
SPAIN 1t CHAINE, IN

5 SENT BACK To
1502, HE wAS
RELEASED,; HE RETURNED To THE AMERICAS...

NEAR TAMAICA, His SHIPS BECAME 50
INFESTED WiTH WORMS HE wAS FORCED TO
LAND AnvD WAS MAROONED FOR A YEAR.

> A x |
IN 1504, HE waS RESCUED. [N 1506,

CoOLUMBUS DIED IN SPAIN, PossiBLY FRomM
A DISEASE CAUGHT IN THE AMERICAS,

FRoM THE CARIBBEAN, THE SPANISH
EXPANDED INTO CENTRAL + SouUTH AMERICA,
CONFRONTING LARGE NATIVE EMPIRES,

/

U LU A AR AR ALALLARED |

[, :’ 2\
FRoM 1817-1521, THE SPA~NISH ATTACKED
THE MEXICA (AZTEC) IN CENTRAL MEXICO.,
THEY WERE ToiNED BY 20-30,000
WARRIORS FROM NATIONS THAT HAD
BEEN CONQUERED BY THE MEXICA...

IN PERU, THE INCA WERE AL5S0 QuicKLY
DeFEATED (FrRom 1S31-1533) 8Y A
SMALL GRoUP OF CONQUISTADORS...

IN PERU,
MEXICO + BOLIVIA, HUGE GotlLD + SiLvER
MINES WERE BUILT; MILLIONS OF NATIVE
SLAVES WERE WORKED TOo DEATH...

30



DuUrRING THE 15005, MORE EUROPEAN
NATIONS SENT THEIR OwN INVASION
FORCES To THE AMERICAS, INCLUDING
THE PORTUGUESE IN SouTH AMERICA
AND BRITISH + FRENCH IN NORTH AMERICA,

s
THE COLONIZATION OF THE AMERICAS MADE
EUROPE WEALTHY; GoLD, 5ILVER, wooD +
FooD CROPS5S POURED IN ~ STOLENM FRoM
INDIGENOUS | ANDSs AND ENSLAVEMENT.
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IN NORTH AMERICA THERE WAS LITTLE GOLD
OR SILVER AND LONG, CoLD WINTERS.

EARLY SETLERS RELIED ow INDIGENOUS
PEopPLE FOoR JuRVIVAL + EcoNoMiIC TRADE.

THE FIRST ENGLISH CoLoNY WAS SET UP
IN 1607 IN PRESENT-DAY 'VIRGINIA',
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w:ossPREAD FIGHTING AS
{SETTLERS TookK MORE

AND MORE LAND,..
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ENTIRE VILLAGES WERE MASSACRED AND
THEIR CROPs TAKEN BY THE SETTLERS,

THEY PAID MoNEY Iy
FOR NATIVE SCALPS|
~ALL To KiLL THE
PEOPLE AND TAKE
THEIR LAND!
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SOON, TENs ©OF THOUusANDS OF EUROPEAN
SETTLERS WERE IN EASTERN N. AMERICA.
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MEANWHILE, THE sPANIsH + PORTUGUESE

BEGAN IMPORTING [NDIGENOUS AFRICANS

As SLAVES To WORK IN THEIR COLONIES,
1 i[1|JJII L} LI T

BuYiNG AND SELMNG SToLEN .*ND:GENQUS
LAND BECAME A BIG BUSINEss FOR AN
OVER-POPULATED + LAND-HUNGRY EUROPE,

S0ON THE SLAVE TRADE EXTENDED INTO
THE BRITisH COLONIES IN N. AMERICA.

OVER 30 MiLLION DIED ON SLAVE 3SHIPS,
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8Y THE LATE 1600's ,THE BRiTISH + FRENCH =
WERE AT WAR FOR CONTROL OF THE NORTH | [Z-
AMERICAN CoLoNIES AND A GLOBAL EMPIRE.

/f// IN 1763 THE FRENCH WERE
7> L PEFEATED AND SURRENDERED
g ALL THEIR N. AMERICAN COLONIES,
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/THE 1763 ROYAL PROCLAMATION SET A
_ﬁ! WESTERN BOUNDARY FOR ALL SETTILERS...
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THE BRITISH Now HAD A VAST AREA To rﬂ
CONTROL, WwiTH HOSTILE FRENCH SETLERS
AND ONGOING |NDIGENOUS RESISTANCE.
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NO TRADE OR JSETLEMENT CouLD OCCUR
WITHOUT THE LEGAL SURRENDER OF
= L'JNDJGENOUS LANDsS TO THE BRITISH...
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ONE RESPONSE WAS To ISSUE A NEW ]
LAw~THE 1763 RoYAL PROCLAMATION, | E =

THIS ANGERED MANY SETTLERS, ALONG 2 2 = SINENE
WITH MORE TAXES IMPOSED BY BRITAIN. === 'F‘,'._\;‘mﬂm
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BY 1775 MANY COLONIES UNITED AND
DECLARED INDEPENDENCE FRoM BRITAIN.

_THE ‘AMERICAN REVOLUTION® HAD BEGUN.
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IN 1783, THE BRITISH SURRENDERED, THE NEWLY- FORMED UNITED STATEs THEN

BEGAN To EXPAND WEST, ATIACKING (NDIGENOUS NATIONS. THE U§ 'INDIAN
WARS' wouLD CoNTINUE FOR 100 YEARS. ..
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IN 1812, THE WS INVAPED EASTERN BY THIS TIME, THE U 3 'REVOLUTION' HAD
CANADA WHILE BRITAIN WAS AGAIN AT | [INSPIRED 5PANISH SEWLERS IN 5. AMERICA.
—

R

IWAR WITH FRANCE |N EUROPE,..

roM 180% To 1821,
SETTLER REVOLTS>
CREATED MANY NEW
STATES = BOLIVIA,
PERU, ARGENTINA,
CHILE, VENEZUELA,

AND MEXICO, .,

. ml ] \\‘
ONLY wiTH THE AID OF AN INDIGENOUS
CONFEDERACY ~LED 8Y TECUMSEH AND As> THE U$ 'INDIAN WARS3' CONTINUED,

BLACKHAWK~ WERE U.5, FORCES REPELLED, -Tr’;,ﬁif_’;‘}”r?ﬁg;‘?F,ﬁ"ffe°':.ﬁffrsi'£§safa;;£
77 - ..
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ALONG WITH oy Z ¢ X
=4 S OTHERS, THE 2
7 gt CHEROKEES < : i

WHILE THESE 'REVOLUTIONS' TALKED ABouT WEAE fameinly
FREEDOM + EQUALITY, INDIGENOUS PEOPLES| |RELOCATED TO

REMAINED UNDER MILITARY ATTACK... OKLAHOMA, X/; /)
. [T

.‘ill,
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IN I848 THE U § INVADED AND ToOK

CONTROL OF NORTHERN MEXICO (Now THE
STATES OF CALIFORNIA, NEVADA, UTAH,
CoLoRAD O, ARIZONA, NEW MEXICO+ TEXAS.

THAT sSAME YEAR, GOLD
IN CALIFORNIA,

wWAS FOUND
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SETTLERS POURED I, KILLING TENS OF
THOUSANDS OF NATIVES, GOLD MINES
ALSo KILLED MANY RIVERS...

IN THE 18605s, i § FORCES BEGAN TO
ATTACK THE PLAINS INDIGENOUS NATIONS
(I.E, THE LAKOTA, CHEYENNE, ARAPAHO..,),

AT THE 5AME TIME, U 5
BEGAN MILITARY

TRIBES

TRooOPs AL30
AMPAIGNS To PACIFY
IN THE J0UTHWESST...

’};:ﬂ”"’"

THE APACHE, NAVATO, YAQUI, C O MAN CHEES,
AND OTHERS WoULD FIGHT A LONG
GUERRILLA WAR UNTIL THE IBE0 .

T
\\\ \;ﬁ.

ON TUNE 25,1876, THE 5 MILITARY
SUFFERED A HUMILIATING DEFEAT WHE
LAKOTAS + CHEYENNES DESTROYED
CUSTER'S ‘ELITE' T*" CALVARY, UNDER
THE LEADER3HIP OF CRAZY HORSE,
GALL, RED HOoRSE, ANP OTHERS...
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TO DEPRIVE THE PLAINS NATIONS OF
FooD, SHELTER, ETC., L4 5 FORCES
ALMOST EXTERMINATED THE BUFFALO,

ON THE CANADIAN PRAIRIES, THE PEOPLE '
ALSO FACED HUNGER. COLONIAL AGENTS

EXPLOITED TH!S To MAKE TREATIES...
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THESE TREATIES SURRENDERED LARGE
TRACTS OF LAND IN EXCHANGE FOR
FooD, SHELTER, AND RESERVATIONS.

IN 1876, THE SAME YEAR A5 CUSTER'S

iEFEAT; CANADA PASSED THE INDIAN
CT...

WITH THI3, BAND COUNCILS + RESERVE
WERE IMPOSED ON NATIVES Acsﬂosss

THE COUNTRY, BACKED BY POLICE FORCE,

IN 1820, TROOPERS OF THE REFORMED |
Tt CALVARY MASSACRED SoME 300
LAKOTAS, MANY WOMEN + CHILDREN,
AT WOUNDED KNEE, 3s0uUTH DAKOTA,

IN I885, CREE + METIS WARRIOR S, LED BY
BIG BEAR + LOUIS RIEL, REBELLED AGAINST
GOVERNMENT CONTROL (N SouTH MANITOBA.

DEFEATED BY THOUSANDS OF TROOPS,
THIS WAS THE LAST ARMED RESISTANCE
IN THE COLONIZATION OF CANADA.

MILITARY REZISTANCE TO COLONIZATION.
NOw THE 3SYSTEMATIC ASSIMILATION

OF NATIVE PEOPLES wouLD BEGIN,,,

36

e END OF PART ONESs



RESIS TANCE/

%)
T ™
g ’
I
%

7

THE CoLONIZATION OF THE AMERICAS BY
EUROPEAN FORCES WwWA>S NoOT EASY., IT
INVOLVED CENTURIES OF WAR AS OUR
ANCESTORS FOUGHT A LIFE + DEATH STRUGGLE.
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AL 7/ 7 ) IMMEDIATELY WiTH TH '
I %/?/-;::;n N\ aTAck on THE FiRsT CoLony~
- AT /%ya//’/ﬂf |I|\11 * \\ LA NAV‘DAD"‘" fN “qqs‘ v
= kv 24t ".r"n' Jfl it WS \\\\\;\\
IRANTA LK N [R5/ o
= B X A X7 1 .
= T = =2 { . 2 ‘-—’f i\ Sy All 1
= L7 _ A = 3l VAl \ MEXico
L (it g ) \
7 VR A /, < N fl/
i [ | /- - — n
— i 7 e = | lm =
= A~ THE FORT WAS DESTROYED AND
e - - 4O SPANIARDS KILLED...
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EE \‘\ p ALTHO' THE MEXICA (AZTEC) EMPIRE
- : Ond WAS QUICKLY DEFEATED,ITS RULERS
- ! // e 3 = KiILLED, AND 1Ts POPULATION
.,// . AN 2 REDUCED FRom 24 miLeion TO
7z NN, P/l TUST B MiLLION, THIS waAS DUE
Z < LD t e LARGELY TO PISEASE ANC THEN
: g //}% ’ % 2 / STARVATION. NATIONS RULED BY
W MEXICA EAGLE WARRIOR ettty =7/ // THE MEXICA ALSO ToiNED THE SPANISH.
/ WITH Os""AN—Ep GED C‘.UB:‘%/// f"”///// / / / ‘// . A 7Y & ol i r
THE EFFECTS OF DIFEASE, GENOCIDAL WAR,| | DESPITE THI3, FOR SEVERAL CENTURIES
AND INTER-TRIBAL WAR LIMITED THE THE EUROPEANS WERE LIMITED To MOSTLY
ABILITY OF INDIGENOUS NATIONS To FIGHT| |COASTAL REGIONS...
(A PATTERN REPEATED ACLROSS THE AMERICAS ),
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EurRoPEAN
COLONIAL FORCES
i¥92- 1700

THEY WERE LIMITED BY FACTORS SUCH
As TERRAIN, WEATHER (IN THE NORTH),

DISEASE (1n THE SouTH) anD RESISTANCE.




INCA INSURGENCY ¢

FROM IS00S To TUPAC AMARU,I780s

THE INCA WERE A LARGE CIVILIZATION THE SPANISH KiILLED THE INCA RULER
IN PRESENT-DAY PERU WHEN THE

& EXPLOITED DISEASE & INTERNAL
SPANISH INVASION BEGAN IN THE 15305 QuickLY GAIN CONTROL.

DIVISION To

v
e 79L/ P
"h.’,’{.l_'

W
IR,
\\\‘
N

W
N

W
A

\}}\}
\

.‘\\

Z.

AT THIS TIME, MANCO INCA AND THE
RESISTANCE WITHOREW To THE

MOUNTAINS & JuNGLES oF VILLABAMBA. |
IN 1536, MANCO INCA LED A REVOLT i e

THAT LAID SIEGE TO LIMA & cuzcQ, [NV ; &% a i"\Y
KILLING MANY 'CoNQUISTADORS'. ..
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AT CuZCO, A SIEGE WENT ON FOR 1 YEAR||FOR 30 YEARS, THE INCA RESISTEP
ALTHO' OTHER REGIONS REBELLED, THE ||FROM THEIR LIBERATED ZONE UNTIL
INCA ARMY CouLD NoT DRIVE OUuT SPANISH & NATIVE MERCENARIES
THE WELL-ARMED SPANISH FORCES.||OVERTOOK VILCABAMBA, IN 1572.
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FROM I780-83, THE LAST INCA REVOLT'
OCCURRED, SPREADING FRoM PERU TO

AFTER PLANNING & ORGAN(ZING, THE
REBELLION WAS LAUNCHED IN |780,

ECUADOR, CoLoMBi1A, AND BOLIVIA...

IS

e —————— 4

TUOPAC AMARUE HELPED LEAD REBEL
AGAINST CORRUPTION, SLAVERY,
HUNGER & OPPRESSIVE TAXES...

THE INSURGENTS CAPTURED Towns,
KILLING COLONIAL OFFICIALS,

SOLDIERS, PRIESTS & SETLERS,

NP AN i~ NG oo N
IN BOLIVIA, TUPAC KATAR| LED REBELS
IN A SIEGE OF LA PAZ. OF ITs 20,000
INHABITANTS , OVER ONE-THIRD DIED,
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IN MAY 1781, TUPAC AMARLU WAS
CAPTURED £ KILLED, AFTER His
DEATH, THE INSURGENCY INTENSIFIED.
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BY 1783, HOWEVER, THE LAST
REBEL FORCEsS WERE DPEFEATED AND
THEIR LEADERS KILLED, ToDo AY,
TOPAC AMARU & TUPAC KATARI
CONTINUE TO INSPIRE RESISTANCE,
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