Administrative Procedure 260

STUDENT TRAVEL

Background

The District recognizes and supports educational opportunities outside the school environment.

Student travel significantly contributes to student learning by:

Developing and engaging a variety of learning styles

Creating new relationships

Promoting cultural and/or heritage development

Honoring diversity of ability and perspective

Reinforcing and/or extending conceptual understanding

Promoting lifelong learning

Providing learning experiences in alternate environments

Offering a broad range of curricular and extra-curricular opportunities
Providing opportunities that are not normally available to students.

Procedures

All student travel is optional and designed to enhance educational programs.

Any student not participating in a field trip must have an education program provided while
classmates and teacher are away.

Successful learning experiences from student travel require a well-defined purpose,
planning and organization.

Early planning and consultation with parents and staff is essential.

Travel opportunities, whether required or optional, support and extend student learning.
Curricular alignment is desirable but not a restriction.

All trips are to be accessible to all students. School procedures will include inclusionary
practices.

Cost must not be a barrier to involvement. The District and school shall have common
procedures in communicating with parents, and shall be proactive in planning support.

Preference shall be given to student travel experiences that occur close to the Comox
Valley. Long distance travel opportunities shall be limited and held to a higher level of
accountability and scrutiny than travel on Vancouver Island and to the lower mainland.

Student safety is of paramount concern and is a determining factor in planning and
implementation.
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10. The District neither endorses nor supports international travel designed for vacation
purposes.

11. The extra time and financial commitment being requested must be balanced by the
educational benefits of the travel experience.

Reference: Sections 17, 20, 22, 65, 75, 85 School Act
Motor Carrier Act
Motor Vehicles Act
Collective Agreements

Adopted: May 31, 2010
Revised: June 25, 2019
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