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Preliminary Budget 2023-2024 - feedback welcome

SD 71 is reaching out for feedback regarding our 2023-24 Budget
Preparation. We value feedback regarding this process. The board will
be gathering information from employees, students and partner
groups. Members of the community are welcome to submit ideas. On
May 9, public can attend the committee of the whole meeting to learn
more and ask questions about the preliminary budget. For the 2023-
2024 school year, it's projected that SD71 will receive $111,965,273
which is up $10.4 million from 2022-2023. However, over $8.6 million of
the increase is directly related to unionized staff wage increases.
There are numerous cost pressures related to maintaining the
ongoing level of programs and services in the district that need to be
incorporated into our planning. The overall increase in projected
costs for 2023-24 is approximately $10,495,286. After considering all
cost pressures and potential savings that are related to maintaining
the ongoing level of programs and services in the district, the
preliminary budget position for 2023-24 is a Net Budget Deficit of
approximately $427,583.

However, the Ministry has not yet released the funding grants for the
cost of living adjustments nor made a decision on whether or not
exempt compensation will be funded. As well, the Finance department
is continuing to review school and department budget needs.

Staff will continue to work towards presenting a draft annual budget
in May. This may be delayed as several Ministry grants have not yet
been finalized. Throughout the consultation process, stakeholders
and the public are being provided with this opportunity to provide
input on budget themes to the Board and to provide feedback on the
preliminary draft information presented. Feedback regarding the
2023-2024 Budget for the board to consider can be submitted here:

https://www.comoxvalleyschools.ca/budget-2023-2024-
consultation/
Board adjusts calendar for next school year

The Board voted to make the following changes to the calendar next
year: 1) Make October 2, 2023, a Non-Instructional Day in lieu of the Stat.
Holiday (Reconciliation Day) on Saturday, September 30th in order to be
in line with the Provincial stat Holiday.

2) Move the August 31st Non-Instructional Day to September 5th. This
will make the first official day of school with students in session
September 6th.

2 Served Up a tasty lunch for students andist

Comox Valley Schools

A Community of Learners
INNOVATIVE = INQUISITIVE = INCLUSIVE

}

fore Easter

The Board of Education acknowledges that we
are on the traditional territories of the
K'émoks First Nation. We would like to thank
them for the privilege of living on their land
and the gift of working with their children.
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Board Chair Update
Board of Education Chair, Michelle Waite

Many Comox Valley Schools recently celebrated Earth Day with
events throughout the week and | would like to take a moment
to reflect on our district's commitment to environmental
sustainability. Global awareness and environmental
stewardship are key values for Comox Valley Schools. Our board
understands the importance of taking action to address the
urgent challenges facing our planet and are proud of the efforts
we have made to reduce our ecological footprint.

SD 71 has implemented a range of initiatives to become a more
environmentally conscious organization, including waste
reduction and recycling programs, investing significantly in
energy conservation efforts, and providing support for
alternative transportation options through active travel
planning . We have also prioritized education on environmental
sustainability, offering numerous programs and initiatives that
help our students become responsible global citizens.

As we reflect on Earth Day, | urge all members of our community
to continue to take action to protect our planet. By working
together, we can make a difference and create a brighter future
for ourselves and future generations. | hope we can build on our
success. Thank you for your ongoing support of our efforts
towards environmental sustainability in our schools.

Superintendent Update

Superintendent/CEO of Schools, Tom Demeo

Most Comox Valley Schools currently have food programs that feed -
students. The Province of BC recently announced new Feeding _—
Futures funding of $1.41 million for SD 71 that will help our district :
further invest, build and expand food programming in schools for }
students. The district will be working to ensure program offerings A
are accessible, inclusive and without stigma. This new funding can
be used for food purchases and staffing for a district level Food
Program Co-Ordinator. There is also reasonable expectation to add
additional kitchen staff to make and prepare additional food and
meals. We will be reviewing current practices to establish the
unique needs of each school and throughout the district. The
district has started initial discussions and planning. School based
principals and vice-principals are engaging in conversations about
their current food programs and their ideas moving forward. The
district will also re-convene the Steering Committee for the Student "'_,3_ =0 0
Affordability Fund to begin some in depth discussion and planning. AR
This funding will enable our district to grow food programming in
our schools and to feed more students equitably. It's exciting to be BT\ |
able to build on the robust food programming already in our AU
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Vanier wrestler wins double gold at
nationals

Comox Valley student Unya Hollmayer, a sixteen-
year-old in grade eleven at G.P. Vanier Secondary
and Captain of the Comox Valley Wresting Club,
has brought home double gold at the Canadian
Wrestling Championships.

The gold medal victories capped a truly
remarkable undefeated season for Hollmayer.
Hollmayer will be leading the Comox Valley
Wrestling Team again next year for the wrestling
season. She's a great example for other young
local wrestlers, including her 11-year old sister
Inga who is following Unya’s footsteps by winning
all her matches so far in four tournaments.

Congratulations to Unya Hollmayer, her

ESTLING

School Cycling Program back for Spring
SD71's School Cycling Program Spring sessions started up
again after a winter break.

This is a District Supported program for ALL grade 4/5
students at ALL schools on a two-year rotation. There is a
Spring Session and Fall Session. If students do not get the
program in grade 4 they will have it in grade 5. The program
is run and organized by the Comox Valley School Cycling
Coalition in partnership with SD71 Environmental and
Outdoor Learning.

STLING _

teammates and coaches for an outstanding
| season of wrestling.

Students receive two days of cycling education, the first day

is bike handling skills on the school grounds, and the
second day is a road safety and off-site road ride.

A huge thank you to the Comox Valley Cycling Coalition for
the wholehearted support and volunteer efforts to make
this program possible, and to our wider community for

supporting safe active transportation and sharing the roads

and paths with us.
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SD 71 Mountain Bike Team prepares for racing season
The Comox Valley Schools’ Mountain Bike team is busy hitting the
trails in Cumberland as the team prepares for the BC Provincial

8§ Championships in Rossland this May. The Championship has divisions

ranging from Grade 8, Grades 9/10 and Grades 11/12 — with cross-
country and enduro categories offered for each age group.

Many SD 71 riders have won their division over the years. The team
holds weekly rides and is open to all skills and abilities. There are
students from Isfeld, Vanier and Highland and many skilled riders are
on the squad this year. We wish them luck with their training and at
the Provincials.
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