Dear Parents and Guardians of Indigenous students grades 4 through 12 

Re: Equity Scan

The Comox Valley School District is currently engaging in an Equity Scan of Indigenous students, staff, families, and communities. This survey was intentionally developed by an Equity Scanning Team led entirely by members of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis communities. Members include local Hereditary Chiefs, K’ómoks First Nation Chief and Council, Indigenous community leaders, representatives from the Indigenous Education Council, a school trustee, as well as school staff and students. Each question has been carefully considered by Indigenous community members who are passionate about improving the learning environment for Indigenous learners and staff. 

We believe this scan is a meaningful step toward promoting equitable access to opportunities, supporting Indigenous student success, building trust with families, fostering inclusive school communities, and assisting staff to better serve diverse learners. To help advance this work, we will be inviting all Indigenous students in grades four through twelve to voluntarily complete an anonymous survey (names and individual student information are not collected). The goal of the survey is to identify, and address barriers to Indigenous student success. To honour the valuable insights each student contributes through this survey in the presence of a staff member, we will offer a $10.00 gift card to either Bigfoot Donuts or Blue Spruce Ice Cream, both locally owned Indigenous businesses.

Scanning may take place in a variety of ways, including one-one-support, lunch hour events, or other opportunities where students may be invited to share their perspectives with other Indigenous students and staff. 

Please note that your child’s answers are anonymous and are important in making changes towards equity for Indigenous learners in our school district. This survey is entirely voluntary, so if you do not wish to have your child participate, please contact your school principal. 

Respectfully, 
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Joe Heslip (on behalf of the Community Led Equity Scanning Team)
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