Community Service Lesson Plan

Career Education, Grade 7 – Connections to Community/Cultural and Social Awareness 
Adopted from Hot Chalk Lesson Plans: 
http://lessonplanspage.com/sslaomdcommunityunit-serviceprojectpart1l36-htm/   
Overview/Rationale:
Career Education provides students with valuable opportunities to examine the importance of service learning and the responsibility of individuals to contribute to the community and the world. This activity aims to get students thinking about things that could use improvement within their neighbourhood community and school community. 
Duration: 
1 full class

	Big Ideas
	· Leadership represents good planning, goal-setting, and collaboration. 
· Our attitudes toward careers are influenced by our view of ourselves as well as by our friends, family, and community.

	Curricular Competencies
	· Examine the importance of service learning and the responsibility of individuals to contribute to the community and the world. 
· Demonstrate leadership skills through collaborative activities in the school and community.


	Content
	· Self assessment for career research
· Lifelong learning
· Workplace etiquette




Materials/Links:
· Chart paper and markers





Activity 

· In teams, have students make a list of different things in their communities that concern them. Half of the teams will brainstorm the neighborhood community, and half will brainstorm the school community. One student from each team will share their list with the class. Write all ideas for each community on the board.
· Go through list and have students makes suggestions for solutions to their concerns. Discuss which options are most realistic. For example, building a new recreation center to keep kids off the street may not be a viable option, but organizing an after school program might be. Vote to choose the top three options.
· Assign one-third of the class to each option. Discuss all of the considerations for a project. For example, are there community organizations in place dealing with that problem that could use help? How could they involve their families? How could the school help? Does their project require any resources or money? 
· Give each group chart paper and have them web out their project’s components. What would have to happen? How would they do it? Is there a job for everyone in the class? What are some possible problems? Teacher circulates and assists.
· After 15 minutes, come back together as a class and present options. Address any aspects they may have left out and field questions from the class. Vote on which of the three options would be the best project to plan right now, keeping in mind that there’s no reason the class couldn’t do another project later if this one is successful.
· Closing: Students will use their journals to reflect on how they feel about the chosen project and possible ideas. This will give them a chance to record any immediate thoughts generated by discussion.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]As a follow up to this lesson, students could create and implement a plan to address and help improve something in their community. If students identified litter as a major concern in their community, the class could organize a garbage pickup day. If students identified income inequality as a concern in their part of town, they could coordinate free drop-in activities for families that can’t afford organized sports. See this link for more ides: http://lessonplanspage.com/sslaomdcommunityunit-serviceprojectpart2l36-htm/   
Additional Resource Links for Teachers:
Video – How to Change the World:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4z7gDsSKUmU 
Website – Volunteer Comox Valley
http://www.volunteercomoxvalley.ca/ 

