Global Citizenship Mini Unit

[bookmark: _GoBack]Career Education, Grade 7 - Personal Development/Connections to Community

Overview/Rationale:
With global citizenship, we tackle the challenges that affect us daily. We engage in solutions. It could be speaking up for the environment or organizing an event that puts the spotlight on injustice. Global citizenship is an informed approach to securing a better future for all of us. These lessons aim to get students thinking about the realities of a globalizing world and what our roles and responsibilities in this world might be.
Duration: 
2-3 full lessons.

	Big Ideas
	· Our attitudes toward careers are influenced by our view of ourselves as well as by our friends, family, and community.


	Curricular Competencies
	· Question self and others about how their personal public identity can have both positive and negative consequences.

· Recognize the influence of peers, family, and communities on career choices and attitudes toward work.


	Content
	· Local and global needs and opportunities. 




Materials/Links:
· 5-Minute Film Festival: Developing Global Citizens Videos 
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/film-festival-global-education-citizenship-resources
· Interactive web lesson on Global Citizenship: http://www.act4globalchange.ca/citizenship/workshop/
· Projector and internet connection for viewing videos 





Activity day 1:
Intro to Global Citizenship
· On the class projector, run students through this interactive web lesson on Global Citizenship: http://www.act4globalchange.ca/citizenship/workshop/ 

Activity day 2:
5-Minute Film Festival: Developing Global Citizens 
· Show students this assortment of short films geared towards cultivating global citizenship through education: https://www.edutopia.org/blog/film-festival-global-education-citizenship-resources

Activity day 3:
Social Justice and Wealth Inequality
*The Ten Chairs Activity should help students become more aware of inequalities in wealth in Canada and around the globe while developing students’ understanding and familiarity with the concepts of wealth and income. 
· Ask students to discuss the following questions: What is wealth? What is the difference between wealth and income? How do we measure wealth? What is wealth distribution? Is wealth equally or evenly distributed in the world? In Canada? Why or why not? Has there ever been a time when wealth was distributed equally?
· Instruct the students to write down as many things as they can think of that relate to wealth (yearly salary, house, car). 
· Next, explain that you are going to do a simulation showing how wealth is distributed in the world and within Canada. 
· Simulation: 
· Step 1 – Wealth Distribution in Canada – Ask for 10 volunteers to participate in the simulation. Tell them each person represents 10% of the world‘s population and each chair represents 10% of the material wealth in Canada. Ask the 10 volunteers to sit in the chairs as if the wealth in the world were evenly and equally distributed between all parts of the world (each person should sit on one chair). 
· Step 2 – The Top 20% (The Wealthiest) – Choose two people out of the ten to represent the wealthiest 20% of Canadians. Ask these two students to sit across 7 chairs. Ask them how much of the wealth they own (7/10 or 70%). Ask the students how they feel about their position. In 2009, the top 20% of Canadians (the wealthiest) owned 69% of the wealth in the country.
· Step 3 – The Next 20% (The Second Wealthiest) – Then choose another two people to represent the next 20% of Canadians, or the second wealthiest. Ask these two people to sit across two chairs. Ask them how much they own (2/10 or 20%). Ask the students how they feel about their position. In 2009, the second wealthiest 20% of Canadians owned 20% of the wealth in Canada. 
· Step 4 – The Bottom (The Average Canadians) – Then tell the remaining six people to sit on one chair. (Be prepared for many comments and conflicts that may ensue at this point, when students try to all fit on one chair). Ask these students how much of Canada‘s wealth they own (1/10 or 10%). Ask the students how they feel about their position and about having to have six people share one chair. In 2009, the bottom 60% of Canadians owned only 11% of Canada’s wealth.
· Laslty, use the following questions to facilitate a class discussion: How did you feel about your position and how the wealth was distributed? What issues/problems arose during the activity? How did the groups treat one another? Did you push someone off the chair to make room? Do you think this situation is fair/just? Why or why not? What are some of the causes of this inequality? What questions do you have after this simulation? What social problems could result from this inequality? What are some strategies/solutions for addressing this inequality? Extension 



Additional Resource Links for Teachers:
TES Global Citizenship Teaching Resources
https://www.tes.com/articles/global-citizenship-teaching-resources 



